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NEWSLETTER
 Half Term 6 2021-22



Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As we come to the close of another academic year, I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all students, parents, staff and community partners a 
wonderful summer break. Long may the fabulous weather continue for us!
I hope you take the time to look at all of the wonderful curricular and 
enrichment activities that our students have had the opportunity to 
experience over the summer term. We really have offered something new 
and different for all of our students and it’s been equally rewarding 
watching them have so much fun too.

As we look forward to September, may I draw your attention to our new 
school day and slightly different timings.  From September we will be having 
a bespoke enrichment programme for all year groups. Information 
regarding this, will be sent home and added to the website. It’s really 
important to encourage your child to take part in at least one activity to 
broaden their skillset and develop their social, emotional and resilience 
skills.

When we return in September, we will be staggering each year group to 
ensure a smooth transition for all back into the academy.

Finally I would like to say have a great summer, stay safe and we look 
forward to seeing you all in the week commencing 5th September.

Best wishes,

Mrs Atkinson

Headteacher

HEADTEACHERS OVERVIEW



Year 7 have had a very successful half term with more Pizza parties planned for the winners of our fantastic Friday 

quizzes. Students have really enjoyed being involved in the fantastic Friday assemblies and the quizzes that have 

come with that too.

Sporting Heroes –

In Year 7 we have some sporting Heroes! One of which being:

Zachary is our Go – Karter, he has recently moved age categories, he competes most weekends and he qualified for 

a finals race which was televised on sky this Saturday just gone, picture from this are below.

Year 7 have made a fantastic start to life at Royton and Crompton Academy and we wish them all the best for the 

summer break and that they continue the start they have made through into Year 8.

 

Keep safe and enjoy your break. 

From Year 7 Team

YEAR 7

MISS S BERRY
PASTORAL LEADER

MR M COLLINGE
PASTORAL LEADER

MRS B JONES
YEAR  LEADER



This year has passed in the blink of an eye. It has been fantastic for myself and Miss Rourke to see you all progress through 

your first 'normal' year at Secondary School after the Covid disruption of your time in Year 7. We have felt privileged to have 

seen so many of our Year 8 Students in lessons putting their learning first,  going above and beyond in your pursuit of 

Honesty, Excellence and Aspiration. Positivity runs through our year group and we want to see that continue through Year 9. 

Myself and Miss Rourke are delighted that we will continue to be your Heads of Year next year and we know our year group 

will go from strength to strength with our contiued focus on Being Kind to One Another and Putting our learning first. Have 

an enjoyable summer, keep safe and healthy and we will see you all in September! Have fun! Mr Prendergast and Miss Rourke

You said/We did:

In our Pupil Voice sessions you asked for more time at time, whilst we could not do this this year we ensured more staff in the 

Bistro so queues were more orderly and more students could be served quicker. Next year lunch time will be 5 minutes longer. 

You asked for more rewards and fun in form time - we introduced Fantastic Friday with more rewards and fun quizzes with 

prizes given out. We also have Friday Five Fivers - vouchers for people putting their learning first, selected by Mr Prendergast. 

You complained about the birds at lunch time, we gave responsibiity to Litter monitors , and educated you all in disposing of 

your rubbish properly. This has seen a massive improvement in the amount of litter and reduced numbers in those pesky 

birds!

Excellence:

This year has seen Year 8 recieve a phenomenal amount of rewards. Over 350 sunject superstar rewards have been sent out 

to students. 3 of our students (at least) have breakfast with the Head Teacher weekly, we have recieved over 115,000 reward 

points as a Year Group! 

There have been many highights this year - Our brilliant football team winning a trophy and narrowly missing out on another. 

Our new rounders team are going to be terrific, we saw some amazing effort at the Athletics competition in July. We enjoyed 

our pantomine trip and have eaten far too much pizza in the end of term Pizza Reward Parties. We've had fun at the Cinema 

Club and enjoyed our first two Passport Days learning how to Samba, African Drum and shown our artistic sides. We took part 

in First Aid and self-defence and always we've done it with our smile on our faces!

YEAR 8

MISS H ROURKE
PASTORAL LEADER

MR P PRENDERGAST
YEAR LEADER



YEAR 9
MR S SHERWOOD

PASTORAL LEADER
MR S SHAW
PASTORAL LEADER

MS S CAVANAGH
YEAR LEADER



Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As we come to the close of another academic year, I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all students, parents, staff and community partners a 
wonderful summer break. Long may the fabulous weather continue for us!
I hope you take the time to look at all of the wonderful curricular and 
enrichment activities that our students have had the opportunity to 
experience over the summer term. We really have offered something new 
and different for all of our students and it’s been equally rewarding 
watching them have so much fun too.

As we look forward to September, may I draw your attention to our new 
school day and slightly different timings.  From September we will be having 
a bespoke enrichment programme for all year groups. Information 
regarding this, will be sent home and added to the website. It’s really 
important to encourage your child to take part in at least one activity to 
broaden their skillset and develop their social, emotional and resilience 
skills.

When we return in September, we will be staggering each year group to 
ensure a smooth transition for all back into the academy.

Finally I would like to say have a great summer, stay safe and we look 
forward to seeing you all in the week commencing 5th September.

Best wishes,

Mrs Atkinson

Headteacher

Year 9 WELLBEING AMBASSADORS



The end of Year 10 has arrived! We cannot believe how quickly this year has gone. 

The Year 10 team would firstly like to thank you for the hard work that the pupils and parents have put into this year, 

especially after coming back from a pandemic. We have had a lot to deal with this but we have got through it as a 

team. 

The Year 10s have been fortunate enough to go on a number of educational trips over the past 6 months, which 

include:

* Oldham College Taster Day

* Oldham Sixth Form Experience Day

* Old Trafford stadium

* Universities such as: Sheffield Hallam, Liverpool Hope, Salford and UCEN Manchester

The pupils were exceptional during these visits and were thanked for their positive attitudes and behaviour.

We are also happy to announce that we have twelve Year 10 pupils that will stepping up to take on the Executive 

Leadership Team from September. The pupils involved had to go through an application and interview process and 

we were amazed by the level of maturity and team spirit. Well done to everyone involved during this.

As with all endings, there are new beginnings as well. This time around, it is the beginning of Year 11! We have 

everything in place for you all to start Year 11 with a bang, we want you to use these 6 weeks of Summer to rest and 

recuperate so we can get the ball rolling on the very first day back. This is your time to fly, please use it wisely!

On a final note, I am sure you are all aware that we are losing a big part of the Year 10 team in the Summer. Miss 

Waterhouse will be taking early retirement to spend time with her family. I am sure you will all agree that Miss 

Waterhouse is going be sorely missed by pupils, parents and staff. She has given so much to this year group already 

and I know she wants you all to the very best you can. We wish her all the luck in the world on her new ventures and 

we hope to see you at Prom.

Year 10, stay safe, enjoy your Summer and see you in September!

YEAR 10
MRS J WATERHOUSE

PASTORAL LEADER
MRS L WILD

YEAR LEADER



'On June 23rd 2022, Year 11 completed their GCSE exams and left Royton and Crompton for the final time. Each and 

every pupil who left the school on this day has made us so proud! We have seen them develop and grow into the 

young adults that leave us and  we are delighted with their efforts over the last 5 years. 

We also welcomed over 130 students to the Year 11 prom which took place at Old Trafford Football Stadium. This 

was a great success as pupils were dressed to the nines and enjoyed a special evening of awards, great food and 

dancing. Both staff and students had a great time and a lot of laughs. It was a lovely send off for the year group after 

a turbulent few years of Covid and school closures.

Once again, I would like to thank each child for their efforts and hard work after they returned in Year 10 and also 

to the parents who showed the year team some great support. It has been a pleasure to both teach and be a year 

leader for the year group and  we look forward to welcoming them back in on the 25th August for results day.'

YEAR 11
MR M OLSEN

YEAR LEADER
MRS D REED
PASTORAL LEADER



English
It has been a busy year in English this year! We have been up to all sorts of 
amazing trips, projects and curriculum work. 

Firstly, we want to say we are immensely proud of your Year 11 students 
who worked extremely hard during GCSE exam season, particularly after a 
rocky start to their school career, thanks to the disruption caused by Covid. 
However, they did not let this dampen their ambition and aspiration to 
perform to the best of their ability, working towards their future! From 
everyone here in the English department at Royton and Crompton 
Academy, we wish you all the luck in the world for your future, follow your 
dreams to the end of the earth and back.

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have had a busy school year working through a 
wide range of different topics and texts, including: Shakespeare, novels and 
poetry. In these lessons, the students have been 
building their analysis skills, decoding the writers’ intentions and analysing 
key characters and why the writers present them in certain ways. During 
their writing lessons, the students were always working on improving their 
use of correct spelling, grammar and punctuation. Also, they have covered a 
number of different writing styles throughout the academic year such as: 
writing to be descriptive, narrative, persuasive, argumentative and advisory. 
The students demonstrated honest and excellence skills when they 
produced letters, leaflets and articles focusing on important and sensitive 
topics poignant to society at the present time. These topics included, 
mental health and awareness, healthy eating and better school facilities. 

Students in Year 10 focused on the first year of the GCSE English Language 
and Literature curriculum. This academic year has seen the students study 
texts linked to their GCSE Literature exam. 

We started the year with focusing on language paper 1 skills.  These 
included analysing the language 
and structure within fiction texts and writing to be descriptive. Our other 
focus was A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. The students developed 
their knowledge of the Victorian context in which the novella is set and then 
linked this to Dickens’ intentions. 

The middle of the academic year saw the students move on to language 
paper 2, where the students focused their analysis skills on a non-fiction 
piece of text and the intentions of the writers in two sources. The students 
focused on how to breakdown and answer exam style questions 
successfully, looking for hidden meaning and tone within a source. 

The end of the academic year saw the shift back to a literature focus once 
again. The students discovered how to analyse power and conflict 
anthology poetry and unseen poetry: a skill they will need for their GCSE 
literature exam next year. In the summer term, the students focused on the 
plays An Inspector Calls and Macbeth. During their lessons, the students 
secured their knowledge of plot, character and themes. They will continue 
to work on these plays in Year 11 with the focus on how to create successful 
exam responses.  



Our year 10 students have recently experienced completing their 
mock exams in the sports hall under 
exam conditions, this is a valuable experience preparing them of 
the realities and expectations of next year. 

The students have been involved in a number of exciting 
experiences this year. Including the year 11 students visiting 
London:

In early November, we were fortunate to be given the 
opportunity to take some of our fabulous year 11 cohort off to 
explore the sights and sounds of the city of London. Not only 
were our students able to explore such attractions like the 
London Eye and venture along the River Thames, but they also 
explored the history of Westminster Abbey alongside visiting the 
Lyceum Theatre to watch a spectacular performance of Disney's 
The Lion King.

As a constant reminder of just how amazing our students are, 
they continued to model excellence at all times on their 
excursion; constantly being caught doing good deeds and being 
kind and respectful to their peers.  During our time in the city, we 
noticed that we were staying close to an emergency refugee 
centre that had been set up to house families who had fled their 
homeland and required shelter and support. Exposing our 
students to the unfortunate realities that we had discussed in the 
classroom; they were intent on helping in any way that they could. 

After a few small collections of food conducted by the students 
themselves and some support from the 
hotel, we were able to take over a large amount of food parcels 
that would then be distributed to the families that needed them. 

It was truly humbling to see our students encompassing what 
thinking big and showing team spirit actually means and they 
were a true testament to our community, Mrs Davies reported.

Also, some of the students in Miss Wong’s class have been 
involved in the exciting project, The World Reimagined.  This was 
a project focused around racial injustices in society. The students 
worked with local artists and writers to produce creative writing 
pieces which will be displayed on a giant globe. These globes will 
form part of a trail across the country. Pictures to follow in the 
new academic year.  



Our final half term has been a really busy one in the maths department.
Key Stage 4
We said farewell to our wonderful Year 11 students who worked so 
hard in preparation for their exams.  

Year 10 have now stepped up in preparation for their own exam series 
and have had their first set of mock exams held in the Sports Hall.  We 
wish them luck as they prepare for their results.  

Key Stage 3
This half term, Years 7-9 have been working on graphical explorations, 
developing their knowledge of linear, quadratic and rate of change 
graphs and transformations.
As our Year 9s grow ever closer to GCSE content, we’d like to mention 
some success stories in 9y1. We have many students achieving ‘Grand 
Master Status’. Well done to Eisa, Katie, Fidelia, Leon, Saima, Hifzah, 
Israel,Tom, Ruby, Grace, Jack, Nafisah, Mikail and Niamh. 
A special mention to our Ultra Grand Masters: Armaan, Fiona, Alex and 
Anjola.
Year 7s and 8s have been working hard at their timetables and continue 
to rock their tables through TTRS.  All students can access their Times 
Tables Rockstars account online, just ask a teacher for the password, if 
unknown.  Competitions will be open over the school holidays.
Congratulations to the Year seven Y band, who participated in a 
Guinness World record breaking rolling numbers event on National 
Numeracy Day. 
In the final weeks, our Key Stage 3 classes will be looking at maths in the 
wider world.  We will be exploring financial maths.  In more depth, this 
means we will be looking into banking, budgeting, saving, ethical 
spending and the effects of money on our mental health.
A summer project could be to research some types of bank accounts 
and encouraging your child to open a savings account, where possible.

Staff Matters:
The approaching end of term means we say goodbye to two loved 
members of the Maths department.  Mrs. Preston and Mrs Jones will 
both be leaving us and we wish them well in their new ventures.
From September, we welcome Katie from a sister E-act Academy as 
Assistant Head of Maths and welcome back Ms. Bale from her maternity 
leave.

Maths



Key Stage 3 Science

Students in Years 7 and 8 have continued to work through the 10 Big Ideas in science: 

Year 7 have been studying part 1 of Big Idea 7: Genes which focuses on variation within a species and human 

reproduction. 

 

Year 8 are now on part 2 of the 10 Big Ideas. This half term they have returned to Big Idea 3 – ‘Energy’. They have been 

learning how energy is transferred when work is carried out and how heat is transferred via conduction, convection and 

radiation. They are finishing the term looking at the first part of Big Idea 4 ‘Ecosystems’ which has a focus on respiration. 

 

Year 9 have started their GCSE content. After finishing their GCSE  Biology Topic (Cells) they have moved on to their first 

GCSE Physics topic (Energy). This builds on work from Big Idea 3 Energy from Key Stage 3. Pupils have been learning how 

to calculate kinetic energy, elastic energy and work done.

Key Stage 4

Year 10 students have continued with their GCSE topics. As well as sitting mock exams they have completed the Paper 1 

content for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Following the mock exams, students should now have a clearer idea as to 

where they need to focus their revision. A reminder of all the revision resources available to Year 10 to keep their 

knowledge up to date as they move into Year 11.

1. SENECA learning

2.  Free science lessons online

3.  Kay science learning videos

4.  Science revision guides

5.  GCSE pod

6.  Science shorts – online videos

 

 

We have continued with Science club this year and have been so proud of the attitude of students. We love seeing them 

enjoy completing their different practicals. Thank you as ever to Mr Bland, Miss Rawstron and Miss Chapman for all their 

hard work. 

  

A big thank you to our science technicians (Miss Chapman and Miss Rawstron) who continue to help Mr Bland run the 

science club after school – a particular highlight was the maggot racing!

  

Science



Art
What our students have been leaning in Key Stage 3
All Key Stage 3 students have been working through various projects this half term. 
Year 7 have continued to study the human form with a focus on the artist Alberto 
Giacometti and how his depictions of human form differ to the street artist Keith 
Haring. Year 8 have been working hard, creating their fabric with watercolour before 
using stitch to create a 3D jelly fish. Year 9 have moved on to the investigation of street 
art, with a focus on well-known street artist Banksy.  Students have used an image 
transfer technique to emulate his work before moving on to create their own 
personalised tag.

What our students have been leaning in Key stage 4 Art and Photography 
Year 10 students have been working very hard on their independent project, 
developing their coursework with a focus on the four assessment objectives. Year 10 
began this project at the start of the half term, and have since investigated a theme of 
their choosing, researching artists before creating a set of observational recordings of 
their own. 
We have seen our students flourish as they continually develop their confidence. Our 
most recent educational visits have sparked aspiration in our students, some of which 
who are keen to now pursue a career in the creative industry based on their experience 
of this.



What we have been doing: Art in the real world

Educational Visit – Our year 10 students have been taken on a photography trip to 
Victoria Baths in Manchester where they were able to carry out a photoshoot of the 
stunning décor and spaces found within the premises. Feedback from students was 
highly positive as they were able to take the skills and knowledge gained in the 
classroom, and apply it on a professional photoshoot of an iconic local building.

World Reimagined – We have teamed up with the organisation ‘World Reimagined’ to 
create a piece of installation art that will be displayed as a part of a national trail across 
the country. The artwork will be of a 3D globe, and will be based on raising awareness 
of racial injustice and linking to our local history in relation to the slave trade. The globe 
will be on exhibition to the public as we represent the schools of Greater Manchester 
before it is returned back to school in the autumn term.  A massive thank you to all the 
students who contributed to this project.

Art Club – Thank you to the students who have attended art club over the last year, we 
hope you have enjoyed exploring different mediums and techniques. Could we also 
remind our GCSE students that art club is also an opportunity for coursework 
refinement, and year 10s are welcome to come and use the art space during this time.



Design Technology
Honesty

Key Stage 3

Students throughout Key Stage 3 have been working through the manufacturing stage 
this half term in their final rotation of the year.
Year 7 have been making photo frames or CAD/CAM based phone stands depending on 
their rotation.  Year 8 have been making a toy involving the use of a cam or a card-based 
night light involving the use of electronics depending on their rotation.  Year 9 have been 
making a bottle opener or CAD/CAM based maze game depending on their rotation.
It has been great to finally complete a full year in workshops for both staff and students. 
Seeing students become more knowledgeable, skilful, independent and resilient is an 
absolute pleasure to witness. Well done Key Stage 3 technologists!
Year 10 Engineering
After completing two mainly PC based pieces of controlled assessment, students have 
now been completing their practical based BTEC Engineering controlled assessment in 
which they needed to reproduce a bike multi tool using 3mm steel. It has again been a 
pleasure to see pupils demonstrating their knowledge and skill and seeing resilience 
develop when things don’t always go as planned on the first attempt. Well done Year 10!

Excellence

It has been great to see people attending the DT enrichment club this half term and 
helping Mr Walker to manufacture items for his Warhammer club.

Aspiration

Technology Student www.technologystudent.com/
A website with lots of free very detailed DT technical information
Design & Technology on the Web www.design-technology.info/
Another site with loads of free technical support for all areas of DT
STEM Learning https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning/secondary-design-technology

Link to cultural capital – https://designmuseum.org



We have had an exciting and busy year in the Drama department, delivering a new curriculum across KS3 and 

celebrating another successful year with our GCSE class of 2022.

Key Stage 3 Drama

Our Year 7 cohort have been studying the craft of theatre, learning about thought- tracking, cross-cutting and 

flashbacks, to name a few. Using our state-of-the-art Drama studio, they have performed a range of role-plays to 

enhance their dramatic skills and we have loved watching them develop in confidence. To develop these skills, they 

have also been learning about the different types of stages we find in our theatres. This has enabled them to think 

about the application of their craft and develop their understanding of the audience experience.

Our Year 8 cohort have made huge leaps in developing their presence on the stage as they have been performing 

monologues – for some a daunting experience! However, our students have risen to the challenge and we have 

loved seeing them encourage each other to ensure that everyone was able to successfully deliver their own original 

monologue. They then went on to consider the work of Augusto Boal. Famous for his use of theatre to convey social 

and political messages, students went on to apply Boal’s techniques in their exploration of current social issues, 

including knife crime and discrimination. Our students were able to explore these topics with sensitivity and 

maturity, performing poignant and emotive role-plays in groups.

In Year 9 students have studied the play ‘Noughts and Crosses’ originally written by Malorie Blackman but produced 

for stage by Sabrina Mahfouz. This involved students exploring the issues raised in the play, again including sensitive 

social issues such as racism and teenage pregnancy. We were extremely proud of the way students explored these 

sensitive issues and were impressed with their increasing confidence. Following their study of this text, students 

then went on to write their own piece of original drama. Using a range of stimuli, students worked together to 

produce imaginative and engaging drama, that we thoroughly enjoyed watching.

Key Stage 4 Drama

Our GCSE students have again risen to the challenge of the Drama GCSE curriculum and we have witnessed our 

Drama students flourish! They have worked extremely hard all year ensuring that they were fully prepared to excel 

in their GCSEs. We have had a number of highlights this year but perhaps the stand out moment of the year was 

seeing Imogen Paige-Flint performing at the national E-ACT celebration event where Imogen closed the show.  Her 

amazing talent as a singer/song writer was showcased for all to see.

Our Key Stage 4 students have also studied the work of Dennis Kelly, ‘DNA’. This has involved them studying 

theatrical craft and interpreting the text as directors. Central to the play is the bullying of a key character: Adam. 

The play enabled students to study social issues and use drama as a way to explore their own thoughts and opinions.

In addition, students also produced their own role-plays which they performed as part of their GCSE assessment. As 

always, we were so proud of their ability to work hard as a team, supporting each other to be the best they can be!

Drama



Food Technology
Year 7 have gained knowledge of the Eatwell Guide 
Plate. They have been developing their sauce skills 
and testing the readiness of meat. They have made 
lamb koftas, chicken fajitas and a bolognese sauce. 

Year 8 have developed their knowledge of the Red 
Tractor logo and food miles. They have made stir-fry, 
sweet and sour chicken and chicken curry.

Year 9 have developed their knowledge of food 
provenance with a focus on food waste. They have 
made pizza, spring rolls and Italian risotto.

Meanwhile, our year 10s have been further 
developing their knowledge of food provenance, 
looking into local dishes. They have made  
Manchester tarts and Eccles cakes. Students have 
been preparing for their NEA 1 and 2 assessments 
through completing mock trials.

Student Voice:
J. Rowley (Year 10) – I love the team worm work, we 
all have to rely on each other.
R. Hudson (Year 10) – Practicals are enjoyable.
R. Harrison (Year 7) – I have enjoyed everything!
R. Adewole (Year 7) – I have enjoyed making. The 
chicken fajitas were my favourite.



Geography



Honesty:
On our GCSE Geography fieldtrip to Cleveleys our students carried out fieldwork 
which will support their completion of paper 3, during their exams, next summer. 
With that in mind, it was a really important day for our year 10s and their attitudes 
and commitment towards this was outstanding.  Students had to conduct a 
number of investigatations on the day; measuring the rate of longshore drift, an 
environmental quality survey and questionnaires with the public. We were so 
proud to see our students acting so politely and respectfully when completing 
these tasks, especially their mature attitudes when it came to speaking to the 
public. 

Excellence:
Our students modelled excellence by representing the academy well whilst out 
and about in Cleveleys. During the course of the day they worked as a team 
finding our their individual strengths and using them to complete the 
investigations. Some students took the lead when asking the questionnaire, and 
some preferred to lead the way when organising the groups and equipment for 
the lonshore drift investigation.    Inside the classroom, students have been given 
the opportunity to learn about some coastal features of erosion in a practical (and 
tasty) way. Students were challenged to turn their cakes into accurate 
representations of caves, arches, stacks and stumps. As you can see they 
completed some really detailed and excellent work.

Aspiration:
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/      
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/geography-goes-movies       
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/50-things-to-do-before-youre-11--act
ivity-list

Cleveley's is a great place to visit, in the North West, as there is a strong link 
between the Human and Physical Geography. You are able to see hard 
engineering strategies in place, in the form of Groynes, on the beach. We are also 
able to see the impact that tourism has had on the local area, in terms of the 
environment, socially and the economy.

Geography



We have had an exciting and busy year in the Drama department, delivering a new curriculum across KS3 and 

celebrating another successful year with our GCSE class of 2022.

Key Stage 3 Drama

Our Year 7 cohort have been studying the craft of theatre, learning about thought- tracking, cross-cutting and 

flashbacks, to name a few. Using our state-of-the-art Drama studio, they have performed a range of role-plays to 

enhance their dramatic skills and we have loved watching them develop in confidence. To develop these skills, they 

have also been learning about the different types of stages we find in our theatres. This has enabled them to think 

about the application of their craft and develop their understanding of the audience experience.

Our Year 8 cohort have made huge leaps in developing their presence on the stage as they have been performing 

monologues – for some a daunting experience! However, our students have risen to the challenge and we have 

loved seeing them encourage each other to ensure that everyone was able to successfully deliver their own original 

monologue. They then went on to consider the work of Augusto Boal. Famous for his use of theatre to convey social 

and political messages, students went on to apply Boal’s techniques in their exploration of current social issues, 

including knife crime and discrimination. Our students were able to explore these topics with sensitivity and 

maturity, performing poignant and emotive role-plays in groups.

In Year 9 students have studied the play ‘Noughts and Crosses’ originally written by Malorie Blackman but produced 

for stage by Sabrina Mahfouz. This involved students exploring the issues raised in the play, again including sensitive 

social issues such as racism and teenage pregnancy. We were extremely proud of the way students explored these 

sensitive issues and were impressed with their increasing confidence. Following their study of this text, students 

then went on to write their own piece of original drama. Using a range of stimuli, students worked together to 

produce imaginative and engaging drama, that we thoroughly enjoyed watching.

Key Stage 4 Drama

Our GCSE students have again risen to the challenge of the Drama GCSE curriculum and we have witnessed our 

Drama students flourish! They have worked extremely hard all year ensuring that they were fully prepared to excel 

in their GCSEs. We have had a number of highlights this year but perhaps the stand out moment of the year was 

seeing Imogen Paige-Flint performing at the national E-ACT celebration event where Imogen closed the show.  Her 

amazing talent as a singer/song writer was showcased for all to see.

Our Key Stage 4 students have also studied the work of Dennis Kelly, ‘DNA’. This has involved them studying 

theatrical craft and interpreting the text as directors. Central to the play is the bullying of a key character: Adam. 

The play enabled students to study social issues and use drama as a way to explore their own thoughts and opinions.

In addition, students also produced their own role-plays which they performed as part of their GCSE assessment. As 

always, we were so proud of their ability to work hard as a team, supporting each other to be the best they can be!



History
Students have been working very hard in History this half term and as always, we have 
been proud of their efforts.

Key Stage 3- Year 7 have been studying the reign of Henry VIII and why he was so 
significant. They have studied why Henry broke from Rome and the impact this had on 
the population of England. Ask your child how they think Henry VIII should be 
remembered. Year 8 have been investigating the role of Oldham in the Industrial 
Revolution and investigating how the Industrial Revolution changed England. Ask your 
child what Oldham was known as in the Industrial Revolution. Year 8 have also been 
learning about how women got the vote they are going to be taking part in a debate 
about whether the Suffragettes helped or hindered the women’s cause. We can’t wait 
to hear their opinions as they have been so engaged during the lessons.  
Year 9 have been studying how and why The Holocaust happened. They have produced 
the excellent work you see below on the life of Kitty Hart who was a survivor of 
Auschwitz.

Key Stage 4
Year 11- This half term we said goodbye to our Year 11s after they finished their final 
History GCSE exam. They worked incredibly hard and I am sure this will be rewarded 
when they get their results in August. We wish them all the very best in their future.
Year 10  - They have been very busy learning about how Elizabeth I faced threats to her 
rule and they have enjoyed learning about why Elizabeth went to war with Spain and 
how England won this famous battle. Ask your child about the role Francis Drake 
played in this victory and I am sure you will be very proud of their knowledge! Year 10 
are now studying Whitechapel 1870-1900 and they have been horrified by the level of 
poverty and the terrible conditions people were forced to live in. 
The History Department are busy planning a trip to London for next year’s KS4 History 
students and we are very excited about this. If students choose to go on this trip, they 
get to see where the History we teach in the classroom happened. They will walk the 
streets Jack the Ripper walked, see where Queen Elizabeth lived as a child and go to 
visit the London Dungeons alongside many other valuable experiences.
 



Our students love learning and student voice has been very positive in History this 
term here are some of our students’ views:
‘Thank you for helping me in History. You always try to help us succeed in lessons’. 
Year 10 student

‘I love learning History we always learn so much. I am loving learning about the 
Suffragettes and I can’t believe how brave they were to be force fed’ Year 8 student.

‘My History teacher is always so enthusiastic’ Year 9 student.

‘I always know I am going to learn something interesting in my History lesson.’ Year 
9 student.

History is my favourite lesson it helps me understand the world and I have learnt 
about some really interesting people like Olaudah Equiano. I will always remember 
the song about him!’ Year 8 student.

Aspiration – Please find links to careers, additional films/books/website links etc. 
students can visit over the summer to help prepare them for next year.
History recommended websites:

GCSE History by Clever Lili- An AMAZING website designed by a past History GCSE student to support 
other students.
https://members.gcsepod.com/login-    series of short video clips matched up to the GCSE 
specification.
Free Homework & Revision for A Level, GCSE, KS3 & KS2 (senecalearning.com)   - A brilliant resource 
with fun videos and questions to check understanding.
History - BBC Bitesize- A comprehensive overview for all topics and key stages.

Recommended History films to enjoy and extend knowledge: 
Year 7 – Robin Hood
Year 8 – The Suffragette, Harriet 
Year 9- Jo Jo Rabbit – an interesting look at life for children in Nazi Germany
Year 10 and 11
Remember the Titans- Civil Rights
Selma- Civil Rights
The Help – Civil Rights
Mary Queen of Scots
Good Morning Vietnam - Vietnam
Platoon- Vietnam
How the West was won- American West
Recommended books
The Five – Hallie Ruebenhold
Message from Nam – Danielle Steel 
Black and British (childrens version) -David Olusaga

Please also find links for cultural capital for the half term. i.e. places to visit/ virtual tour etc.
There is so much history around us in the North West that there are many places you can visit this summer.  We 
recommend the following:
Greater Manchester Police | Museum & Archives (gmpmuseum.co.uk)
Visit IWM North - Plan Your Visit | Imperial War Museums
People's History Museum: The national museum of democracy (phm.org.uk)
International Slavery Museum | National Museums Liverpool (liverpoolmuseums.org.uk)



 

What’s happening at E-Act Royton and Crompton Community Hub

Send Coffee Mornings:

Every Thursday 0915-1030am

We have had a great response from our SEND parents, who meet up every Thursday 

morning. It has given them the chance to talk openly with other parents about their 

experiences and meet with members of the SEND team. One parent stated; ‘’I’m so glad he 

came here, he’s so happy!’’

Please feel welcome to come to our SEND ‘Afternoon Tea’ which will be held on the last 

Thursday of each half term.

Green Fingers: 

Every Friday 10.00 -11.00am

We have 2 huge amazing gardens at the community hub. We have planters and flower beds 

in desperate need of some ‘tender loving care!’ I’m a dab-hand at digging, cutting, sawing 

and cutting the lawn but I am not ashamed to ask for help with the finer details it would be 

fantastic to get help from those who would like to show their skills. 

Adult literacy/Numeracy + EAL sessions:

 Tuesdays 12.30 -1.30pm

If you would like to improve your literacy / numeracy skills, please come and discuss with 

us how we can help. We can help with everyone from those individuals who are new to the 

country to online certification for those wanting to move on to bigger things. Whatever it 

is you need, we’re more than happy to help! 

 

Armed Forces Coffee Morning:

Wednesdays 1030-11.30am

I am asking for all veterans, serving or families to come and have a brew. Have a catch-up, 

give or get advice with any matters or concerns. The Academy has a new Combined Army 

Cadet Force [CCF] and we are looking to enhance our links with the local community. 

Supporting each other:

We have food and clothes bank every Monday 0900-1100am and Fridays on request. At 

times, we can even do drop offs. We don’t want any of these kind donations to go to waste 

so please use the link on the website to help us prevent waste of foodstuffs given by top 

local stores and partners.

At E-Act Royton and Crompton Academy, we are determined to give our pupils, families 

and local community the best support we possibly can. Please get in touch, come along and 

tell us what you desire. Please use the links below: -

Email: rca.communityhub@e-act.org.uk

Mobile: 073950605257

Adrian Nuttall

[Civic Lead]

The Hub

Honesty:
On our GCSE Geography fieldtrip to Cleveleys our students carried out fieldwork 
which will support their completion of paper 3, during their exams, next summer. 
With that in mind, it was a really important day for our year 10s and their attitudes 
and commitment towards this was outstanding.  Students had to conduct a 
number of investigatations on the day; measuring the rate of longshore drift, an 
environmental quality survey and questionnaires with the public. We were so 
proud to see our students acting so politely and respectfully when completing 
these tasks, especially their mature attitudes when it came to speaking to the 
public. 

Excellence:
Our students modelled excellence by representing the academy well whilst out 
and about in Cleveleys. During the course of the day they worked as a team 
finding our their individual strengths and using them to complete the 
investigations. Some students took the lead when asking the questionnaire, and 
some preferred to lead the way when organising the groups and equipment for 
the lonshore drift investigation.    Inside the classroom, students have been given 
the opportunity to learn about some coastal features of erosion in a practical (and 
tasty) way. Students were challenged to turn their cakes into accurate 
representations of caves, arches, stacks and stumps. As you can see they 
completed some really detailed and excellent work.

Aspiration:
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/      
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/geography-goes-movies       
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/50-things-to-do-before-youre-11--act
ivity-list

Cleveley's is a great place to visit, in the North West, as there is a strong link 
between the Human and Physical Geography. You are able to see hard 
engineering strategies in place, in the form of Groynes, on the beach. We are also 
able to see the impact that tourism has had on the local area, in terms of the 
environment, socially and the economy.



Students in Year 7 have had a lot of fun saying what crazy animals they have as pets, and describing 
what animals they would like to have. We have some very creative students who would like to have pink 
and blue dogs and yellow and orange horses at home! Year 8 have been describing local towns and cities 
this half term, and they have also really enjoyed researching towns and cities in Spain, some they had 
already heard of, and some were completely new to students.  Year 9 have been researching the 
fabulous city of Barcelona. They have found out some very interesting facts about the city and then 
researched information about its main tourist attrcations. If you need any information about Barcelona 
or a trip itinerary, ask a year 9 student!

Year 7 have been using the past, present and future tenses to talk about their pets, this is an amazing 
achievement in year 7! -”I have learnt a lot more Spanish since I started in year 7 and lessons have been 
really fun”. Year 8 have been fantastic at using language that they learnt in one topic and re-using it in 
another topic-this is the sign of a true linguist! “I feel proud when I can use something I have learnt in 
one topic in something new”. Year 9 have proven themselves to be excellent researchers -”I didn't really 
know anything about Barcelona before we started, except it had a really good football team, but now I 
know lots about the city and it's not just famous for the football team”.

Here are Year 8 researching what the weather is like in Spain. iHace calor! It’s hot! 

Some excellent work going on here! After finding out what the weather is like in Spain, students then 
came up with their own weather report. We have some budding meteorologists!

https://www.britishcouncil.org/about/press/six-ten-uk-adults-wish-they%E2%80%99d-kept-foreign-la
nguage-they-studied-school

https://ohmygoodguide.com/spain-virtual-tours-travel/

MFL



Music
Year 7:  Some students have been learning to play chords on the ukuleles.  Other 
classes have been studying polyrhythms, learning about Samba music and West African 
music.

Year 8:  Students have been studying scales through learning about the music of China.  
They have been using keyboards to learn to play a melody and drone using a pentatonic 
scale.

Year 9:  Students have been studying four musical careers.  They have completed 
projects of their own choice experiencing the work of either a music journalist, music 
producer, performer or composer.

Year 10:  Students recorded their milestone 1 performance and all were well-rehearsed 
and performed really well.  We look forward to hearing their next milestone 
performances at the start of Year 11.

Student Voice:

“My favourite part in Music this year was researching artists and learning about 
them and listening to different musical styles”

“I really enjoy listening to different music and describing and explaining which one 
I like best.”

“My favourite parts in Music are learning about different cultural music and 
expanding my knowledge on music around the world”

“I like using loops in BandLab to create music.

Year 10 - Rhys was invited to play piano during staff careers CPD training.  Staff were 
learning about how to support students in their career choices and enjoyed listening to 
amazing classical music on the piano when Rhys performed for them.

Year 8 – Mahad was invited by Mrs Markendale to celebrate diversity in our school 
during assembly.  Mahad was asked to perform at the start of each assembly, showing 
the diverse talents we are proud of at Royton and Crompton Academy.

Year 11 - Imogen performed at the Birmingham Repertory Theatre this month after 
winning the national E-ACT performance award.  She performed brilliantly and brought 
the house down.

Year 9 - EllaRose has been developing her singing skills in Year 9 lessons along with her 
self-confidence.  We have enjoyed listening to her fabulous voice!



Year 8 - Ben B has been creating amazing music for film using our online software 
Bandlab.  He has also attended after school to work further on and improve his music.

Year 7 – James has been attending African Drumming club every week and has used his 
newly acquired skills in his music lessons, showing his classmates how to play the 
Djembe drums.

Please find a range of links you could access over summer to help you prepare for next 
year:

Why not explore the performances from Glastonbury 2022 through the BBC iplayer or 
YouTube channel?
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/events/ej34mb or https://www.youtube.com/c/BBCMusic 

You can find out more about the BBC Symphony Orchestra too: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00dlqzk/clips 

Learn more about the theory of music ahead of September using this website:
https://www.musictechteacher.com/index.htm 



PE
 
Key Stage 3 Curriculum

Year 7, 8 and 9 this half term rotated around to their summer sport programme. There 
have been some fantastic athletics, cricket and rounders lessons taking place. Students 
within their athletics unit of work have been focusing on a different event each lesson. 
Track events completed have been the 100m and 800m. Field events have focused on 
the high jump, javelin and discus. Lessons also provided a great opportunity to select 
the academy’s athletics squad for the Oldham Schools Events. Cricket has focused on 
three main component areas for the Year 7s: batting, bowling and fielding. Each 
component has been sequenced to allow for progression with students then being 
able to apply each of these in different game situations and contexts. 

Extra Curricular:

This half term has been focused on Summer Sports: cricket, athletics and rounders 
have been our main competitions.

Oldham Schools Athletics: 
We had some great success in both the Oldham Schools Track and Field Athletics 
competitions this year. This event hasn’t been able to run over the last 2 years and it 
was great having it back on the school’s calendar. We were really proud to be able to 
have student representation in every single event this year. Each and every students’ 
effort and application were amazing. We had lots of medal winners from a range of 
year groups. Well done to all involved.

Cricket:
The Oldham Schools knock out cup saw two great games of cricket taking place for our 
combined Year 7 and Year 8 team and our combined Year 9 and Year 10 team. Both 
teams were unlucky not to progress to the semi-final stage with each game going into 
the final over. This was a great experience for both sets of players.

Rounders:
Our rounders teams from Year 7 to Year 10 competed in both the Oldham Schools Cup 
Competition and the Oldham Schools Rallies. All teams made it to the quarter final 
stages with our Year 8’s narrowly beaten in the semi-finals. Again, after such a long 
period without competitive Rounders it was great to see it back on the schools’ 
competition calendar and our squads should be really proud of their achievements.

Follow all RCA PE updates @RCSPEDept





Social Sciences
In Psychology, Year 10 have been looking at how children's thinking develops and Carol Dweck's 
mindset theory. They have been learning about the difference between having a fixed mindset; 
where you think you cannot improve your ability and a growth mindset; where you think your ability 
can improve with practice and effort. Students also have an understanding of how mindset is affected 
by the type of praise received in childhood. They have enjoyed learning about the different types of 
praise boys and girls receive in childhood and how this can affect their motivation in later life. Mindset 
theory in Psychology is useful for pupils to know as they can begin to understand how to move from 
having a fixed mindset to a growth mindset and the benefits of this, e.g. on their learning and 
development. Find out more about mindset theory and how to improve your ability from Carol Dweck 
herself on: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_X0mgOOSpLU

In Sociology, year 10 have been learning about the education system and all of the different factors 
that can affect achievement.  Pupils have particularly enjoyed comparing the education system here 
in Britain to the education system in China.  They have also looked at the different reasons why the 
attainment of girls has risen significantly over the past three decades, for example:
a) How the Equal Pay Act has motivated women to achieve successful careers.
b) How the changes to what girls are taught at school have given them equal opportunities to 
subjects as boys.
When pupils return in year 11, they will be studying the Criminality topic which looks at the causes of 
crime across all classes of people.  They can prepare for this topic by doing some preliminary reading 
and research in to the following topics.

• The Thalidomide Scandal
• The Grenfell Tower
It would also be useful for you to visit the following website and find out about the main types of 
crimes that happen in contemporary society.
Crime prevention | Neighbourhood Watch Network (ourwatch.org.uk)

Miss Stirling and Miss Panchani would like to say a huge well done to Year 10 Psychology and 
Sociology pupils for their excellent mock exam results!  We are so proud of how hard you have worked 
and you really do deserve these fantastic grades!



Rainbow Planet
This term Rainbow Planet have met weekly, after school on a Wednesday in the music 
room.  
Students have been creating displays and assemblies for pride month and selling 
badges raising £45 for The Proud Trust!
Students have also been planning exciting activities for the Rainbow Planet for next 
academic year including mindful colouring and Kahoot quizzes.
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Thank you to our families who have been working hard to ensure children’s punctuality and attendance 
is high. Thank you for getting these important habits established in your child’s life as it will make a big 
difference in their futures. As an academy, we understand it has been a very difficult and challenging 
time since Covid-19 but attendance and punctuality remains key, making up on lost learning time.
 
Please continue to send your children to school with minor illnesses.  If they continue to feel unwell 
during the day, you be contacted to arrange for your child to be collected.
 
Absences need to be reported to our Attendance Officer. Failure to report an absence could result in a 
home visit being made.
 
School attendance is important because the law requires it. As a parent/carer you are legally 
responsible for
making sure your child gets a full time education. This means registering your child at school and 
making sure they attend regularly.
 
Finally, please ensure your child is on the academy site by 8.25am, so please take this into account if 
dropping your son/daughter off by car.
 
If you require any further information on supporting your child’s attendance, please contact Mrs Kearns 
(Attendance Manager) or Mr Lewis (Deputy Headteacher).

Attendance Matters
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SAFEGUARDING
This half term we have been focusing on Sexual Violence and harassment, all year groups have had assemblies on 
this and they are aware of staff who they can talk to if they feel that they have been affected by this and need 
support within school. If you feel your child has been affected by this, please contact Mrs L Jackson - Designated 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead.

Safeguarding Our Students

"At Royton and Crompton, we are commi�ed to providing an excellent level of support with regards to student's 
medical requirements. 

Next year Royton and Crompton E-Act academy will be applying for the "Good Diabetes in Schools Award" in connec-
�on with Diabetes U.K. This accolade recognises the work that educa�onal se�ngs provide in the treatment and 
management of diabetes.  In addi�on, this award will recognise that as an academy we offer a high standard of care 
to our diabe�c students

When the applica�on for this award has been completed, a link will be sent out to parents and carers who can 
support the academies applica�on.

Thank you in advance for your ongoing support,

Janice Sergeant,
Medical Welfare Officer" 



What is pupil premium funding? 
 

Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils reach their full potential, 
regardless of their background or financial situation. It’s provided for pupils who: 
 
• Are registered for free school meals 
• Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the past 6 years
• Are, or have been, in care 
• Have parents in the armed forces 
 
At Royton and Crompton E-Act Academy we get an extra £955 for every eligible pupil who is registered for 
free school meals. This extra money could make a real difference to the quality of education we offer. 
 
For example, we’ve previously used pupil premium funding for: 
 
• Educational resources like books and ICT equipment 
• Academic interventions and staff to support further learning 
• Wellbeing and self-esteem building interventions 
• Access to guest speakers  
• Software to support teaching and learning 
 
Is my child eligible for free school meals?  
 
Your child might be eligible if you access: 
 
• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance or Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income  
   of no more than £16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on 
• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 per  
   month) 

Does my child have to eat the free school meals? 
 
No. Pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t have to eat them. If you’re eligible but you want 
your child to have packed lunches you should still register because the school will receive the funding which 
can support your child in other ways.  
 
How do I register? 
 
You only need to register once. To register, please go to www.oldham.gov.uk and search for FSM, or go to  
www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200231/education_grants_and_allowances/161/free_school_meals.  
 
If you need help completing this form, please feel free to pop in to our Form Filling Made Easy sessions in our 
Community Hub on Thursdays between 09:00 and 10:30. 
 
More information 
 
For more information about pupil premium go to our website, which contains details of how the pupil 
premium has been spent in the past academic year and how it will be spent this year. 
 
If you have any questions or specific concerns, please contact your child’s head of year.



Literacy at Royton & Crompton
E-ACT Academy
Summer Term Breakdown
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100% of students on the fresh start 
phonics program have progressed on 
to the next stage. 
Students have learnt all set three 
sounds and have been implementing 
their reading skills across the 
curriculum in all lessons. 

N
ex

t 
te

rm

Year 9 Reading Ambassadors
Have been working with Year 7 students. 
Helping them to build comprehension 

and vocabulary skills.

Reading assessments will be completed during English lessons 
for all year groups through the week commencing 
19th September 2022.

Summer Reading Challenge
Our competition over the Summer holidays is to take a picture 
completing all the challenges on the checklist – to be collected 
from the library.  
tweet your entries to @roytoncrompton
or email them to amy.calow@rca.e-act.org.uk 


