
Year 8 Curriculum Overview: 2021-2022 
Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

English The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

What kind of character is Sherlock Holmes? 

The Tempest. 

How is Caliban presented in this extract and in the rest of the 

play? 

Animal Farm by George 
Orwell 
How does Orwell use the 
novel as an allegory to 
express his views? 

Descriptive Writing and 
Poetry: 
How can I use literary devices 
to produce a piece of 
descriptive writing? 

Allegory; Orwell’s life and 
times; the Russian 
Revolution; recurring 
imagery; irony and 
corruption 

How does the writer use 
literary devices to engage the 
reader? 

Poetry: Emily Dickinson, Ted 
Hughes, Grace Nichols, 
Seamus Heaney 

Maths Number Application. Proportions in Play. Algebraic Manipulation Number Explorations. Geometry and Statistics. Graphical Exploration. 
Can students apply numerical Can students use  fine Can students link linear 
reasoning to problems involving Can students apply algebraic 

notation to manipulate terms? 
motor skills in drawing graphs to real-life 

probability? Can students apply 
fractions, 

and constructing? applications? 

decimals and 
Can students apply 
proportional reasoning 
to convert measures? 

percentages? 

Science Reactions – Metals and non- Earth - Earth 
structure 
How are different 
types of rocks on our 
planet formed? 
Earth – Universe 
How does our Star 
compare to other 
stars in the 
Universe? 

Electromagnets – Voltage and 
resistance 
How are current, voltage and 
resistance related? 

Electromagnets – Current 
What are electric fields and how 
do charges interact in them? 

Organisms – Breathing 
How gases are exchanged 
when we breathe and 
what effect can lifestyle 
and disease have on 
gas exchange? 
Organisms – digestion 
What are the 
components of a 
healthy diet and how 
does our body digest 
food? 

Matter – periodic table 
How the periodic table 
organised and what is are 
the chemical properties 
of different groups? 
Matter – Elements 
How do elements react to 
make compounds and 
what are the properties 
of different materials? 

Energy – Work 

Ecosystems – respiration 
How do living organisms use 
aerobic and anaerobic 
respiration? 

Ecosystems – Photosynthesis 
How do water and minerals 
move through a plant? 

metals 

How do metals and non-metals 

react with each other? 

Reactions – Acids and Alkalis 

How do acids and alkalis react with 

each other? 
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Forces – Speed 
How can we 
calculate and 
compare the speed 
of different objects? 

Forces – Gravity 
How will an 
astronaut’s weight 
vary on a journey to 
the moon? 

How is energy transferred 
when a force moves an 
object? 
Energy – Heating and 
cooling 
How is energy transferred 
by conduction convection 
and radiation? 

History How did Henry V111 cause religious turmoil that lasted 150 
years? 
The Gunpowder Plot, The English Civil War, The 
Protectorate 

How did Britain benefit from being an empire? What was 
Britain’s involvement in the transatlantic slave trade?  

How did the industrial revolution change 
Britain?  
How did women get the vote in 1918?   

Geography Ecosystems: Rainforests Development with a The Development Gap 
Understand the reasons behind 
the development gap and how 
strategies can be used to close 
it, using indicators of 

development to prove this. 

Globalisation with a The Geography of Resources and Climate 

Understand the biotic and non- focus on Brazil focus on China Disease change 

biotic characteristics of tropical Understand the Understand what Understand the link Understand the natural 

rainforests and the threat of causes and globalisation is and the between Geography and causes of climate change and 

humans on these ecosystems. differences of role of TNCs in helping health. how natural resources cause 

urbanisation in and hindering conflicts around this. 

Brazil, linking to how development, specifically 

urban areas can be in China. 

improved. 

Spanish At home/En Casa 
What is your house like? 
What rooms are there in your house? 
What is your bedroom like? 
What activities do you do at home? 

Free Time/El Tiempo Libre 
What do you do in your free time? 
What do you like to do in your free time and why? 
What do you normally do and what are you going to do in 
your free time? 

In Town/En La Ciudad 
What is your town like? 
What activities do you do in town, depending on the 
weather? 
What are you going to do in town? 

Digital Literacy Understanding Computers 
What is a computer? 
Understand how instructions are stored and executed 
within a computer system 
Know inputs/outputs. 
Internal components in relation to the performance of a 
computer system 

Digital Imagery 
What is photoshop and how can we use it to create digital 
content? 
How different types of digital graphics can have different 
purposes within magazines and social media. 
How the concept of binary is generated and stored to 
produce binary images. 

Scratch and Visual Programming 
How does scratch use programming concepts such as 
algorithms, flow charts and pseudo codes? (visual) 

Python Programming (Turtle) 
How to utilize algorithms, flow charts and pseudo codes 
using a text-based programme to solve problems. 
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Technology 

(Design and Food) 
(Delivered on a 

rotation.) 

Designing 
House electronics 
Knowledge: Paper classifications and sizes. What is a 
circuit? What do components do? 
Design: Designing with restrictions. Rendering and 
Orthographic Projection. 
Make: Basic circuitry and soldering and paper folding 
techniques. 
Evaluate: Does your product work? How can you fix 
problems? 

Designing 
Automata project including a mechanism 
Knowledge: Wood classification- where does timber come 
from? What are different types of mechanisms? 
Design: Isometric Drawing, explosive diagrams. 
Make: Select the most appropriate wood joint and 
incorporate a CAM as a mechanism. 
Evaluate: What skills have you developed? Test your product 
and how would you improve it? 

Food and Preparation 
Hygiene and Safety. 
Why is correct storage of food important? 
What is the danger zone? 
How can you reduce the risk of food poisoning? 

Micro and Macro Nutrients 
What is the well guide plate? 
What are micro and macro nutrients? 

Food Provenance 
What are food miles? 
What is the red tractor logo? 

Physical Education 
(Boys) 

Activities cross into 
half terms 

Group 1 = Basketball, Rugby 
Group 2 = Rugby, Basketball 

Group 1 = Rugby Cont. Fitness, Football 
Group 2 = Basketball cont, Football, Fitness 

Group 1 = Cricket. Athletics 
Group 2 = Cricket. Athletics 

Rugby 
Key Question: How do we begin to develop tactical awareness 
alongside skill acquisition within Rugby? 

Football 
Key Question: How do we develop tactical awareness alongside skill 
acquisition within Football? 

Athletics: 
Key Question: How do we further advance and develop our key 
techniques to help us run faster, throw further and jump higher? 

Basketball 
Key Question: How do we begin to develop tactical awareness 
alongside skill acquisition within Basketball? 

Fitness: 
Key Question: How do our other components of fitness develop 
cardiovascular fitness and muscular endurance within circuit 

training? 

Physical Education 
(Girls) 

Activities cross into 
half terms 

Group 1 = Rugby,Gymnastics 
Group 2 = Gymnastics, Rugby 

Group 1 = Gymnastics cont. Football, Handball, Rounders
 Group 2 – Rugby Cont.  Handball, Football, Rounders 

Group 1 = Rounders cont. Athletics 
Group 2 = Rounders cont.  Athletics 

Rugby 
Key Question: How can we develop tactical awareness alongside skill 

acquisition within Rugby? 

Gymnastics 
Key Question: What advanced movements and balances to create a 
partner/group sequence 

Handball 
Key Question: How can we develop tactical awareness alongside skill 

acquisition within Handball? 

Basketball 
Key Question: How do we begin to develop tactical awareness alongside 
skill acquisition within Basketball? 

Athletics: 
Key Question: How do we further advance and develop our key 

techniques to help us 
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Religious Education Can you have faith 

without a God? 
What is Humanism? 
What are humanist beliefs? 
What does a Humanist world 
look like? 

Do we need to 
prove Gods 
existence? 
Who is God? 
How do we know God 
exists? 

Why is pilgrimage important 
to theists? 
What is pilgrimage? 
Why is pilgrimage 
important to theists? 

Who is responsible 
for our planet? 
What is Stewardship? Why 
are some theists 
vegetarian? 

Does religion help 
make people better 
citizens? What are 
morals? 
How do religious 
laws help guide 
theists? 
What is free will? 

  Is death the end? 
When does life begin? 
What happens when we die? 

PSHCE (Life Skills) Mental Health and First Aid Relationships and Living in the wider world. Health and Wellbeing. Relationships and sex. Living in the wider world. 

What influences our mental 
health 

consent. How can we be more active in What effects do drugs What are the differences Are school and 

and how can we manage our   What does a healthy    improving our academy? and alcohol have on the between bullying and work really that 

emotions? relationship look How are laws made and what body and mind? banter? What makes different? 

How can we challenge attitudes like? Is happens when you break them? How can we be resilient someone vulnerable to How important are 

towards mental health? sexuality, gender & How does our country differ when faced with exploitation? What are qualifications for my future? 

How can I deal with a first aid Identity from others? challenges? the appealing factors of How do employability 

emergency? the same thing? How can you protect yourself being part of a gang? skills link to different job 
What is sexting? online? sectors? 

Art The Formal Elements Our Living World Sea Life Sea Life – textile outcome 
Students will learn and build on prior Students will learn about traditional and Students will understand what the sea Students will build on their 
knowledge for each of the formal 
elements, which underpin the discipline 
of Art and Design: 
• Line

• Shape

• Pattern

• Texture

• Tone
• Colour

contemporary artists based on our living 
world and organic forms, and how they 
have been depicted through the ages. 

life is and create work in different styles: 
• Watercolour

• textiles

knowledge of artist and 
observational work developing 
ideas further through 
experimentation of new media 
and techniques. 

Drama and Music Theatre in Education. Frantic Assembly. Pitch and Rhythm Timbre and Creation Music Production World Music – 
(These subjects What is the purpose of Students will study this What is music notation What is composition? Can I use music What does music from China 

operate on a carousel Theatre in Education and highly energetic and including sharps and flats? What is a graphic score? sequencing software to sound like? 
throughout the year) what is the goal? Students will practical style of Who is Beethoven? Can I create music for a film What does music from India 

choose a topic to explore and performance. They develop my keyboard skills scene? sound like? 

design a character and a plot will use the theme of further? 
to enhance the performance World War II to devise 
element of the course. and create an original 

piece of drama 
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focussing on movement 
skills. 




