
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious Studies 
 

‘Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.  
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.’ 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
  
 
Curriculum Intent 
Religious Studies enables pupils to ask deep and often searching questions about their own faiths and beliefs, 
and the beliefs, faiths and opinions of others. During their time at Royton and Crompton, Religious Studies 
will explore, challenge and debate historical and contemporary moral issues such as capital punishment, 
euthanasia, free speech and poverty. Students’ will be able to deepen their understanding of God within 
Christianity but also within other world religions and humanist faiths. As the quote above suggests our 
curriculum will help to develop student’s responsibility and understanding of British Values including respect 
and tolerance for all aspects of diversity as students look deeper into different beliefs and religious practices 
such as prayer and festivals like Passover. Religious Studies encompasses spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
elements throughout as we look into the way religious believers lead their lives on modern Britain and 
throughout the world and by doing so prepare students with the empathy and confidence for life in modern 
Britain.  
 
The knowledge embedded for Religious Studies at Royton and Crompton Academy are:  
 
• Personal growth – developing compassion and empathy  
• Stewardship – caring for all creation  
• Respect – showing tolerance of others beliefs, opinions and cultures  
• Asking Big Questions – communicating effectively and listening to others  
• Morality – understanding right from wrong, accepting rules and boundaries  

• Courageous Advocacy – challenging injustice by standing up for the rights of others 
 
Students at Key Stage 3 will start by developing their knowledge of the 6 main world religions by researching 
and challenging the evidence of God, looking at why and how people worship and how being religious affects 
the lives of modern citizens around the world. Students will also look outside of religion at atheism including 
humanist and spiritualist beliefs. Students will then learn about prejudice and discrimination exploring racism 
and xenophobia before moving onto ethics and morals looking at the differences between right and wrong. 
As students move into Y9 we look at more complex areas of study including the concepts of natural and 
moral evil and the suffering this causes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look at the effects of The Holocaust on the faith of followers as well as views on capital punishment and 
animal rights. Underpinning all these lessons is student debate as they challenge religious beliefs and the 
existence or need of God with such acts of suffering and hate.  
 
Students who opt at KS4 focus on Christianity, Islam and Philosophy and Ethics where students explore 
issues of life and death, good and evil, relationships and human rights. Students further develop their 
research, essay writing and debate skills by challenging the viewpoints of others and people of different faiths 
and beliefs. All KS4 students receive core content as part of their Aspire2Be sessions where they focus on 
ethics and worldviews. The core beliefs of the major religions will be studied as students consider their views 
and the impact of religion upon modern society, historical and world events. 
 
Students will record their learning journey in Religious Studies with transferable skills ready for a successful 
future in our diverse society including empathy, analysis, debating and problem solving. They will have the 
confidence to form their own viewpoints and challenge the views of others when they see prejudice or 
discrimination and will be aware of the world in which they live and keep up to date with current affairs. We 
ensure students have a memorable experience in lessons through the use of artefacts, relevant and thought-
provoking case studies and inviting speakers to give real insight and bring the knowledge from lessons alive. 
Religious Studies covers a great breadth of topics that link to various other subject areas including History 
with links to medicine and genocide and sociology as we look at the ethics and morals of human behaviour. 
Due to the breadth of content Religious Studies prepares students for many possible future jobs and career 
paths to inspire to including journalism, the law and medicine. 


