
 

 

 

 

 
Photography, in its most basic form, is another visual process of expression and 
creativity which complements our Art programme. It is intrinsic to our human nature to be 
able to explore and be inspired by the world around us, to generate ideas, and create images 
using various editing Apps and programmes. The growth in our technological and social media 
world, allows us to appreciate the work of skilled people all around us today.  
Alongside the running of our successful GCSE fine art course, we offer our students the option 
to study GCSE photography. Students who study this course will be exposed to a world of 
digitally creative media and artwork. We begin the course by developing knowledge around 
the foundations of photography, where students will be taught the features and handling of 
a Canon DSLR camera, before going on to learn about the photography triangle and 
introductory compositional values.  Through this process, they are given the opportunity to 
learn new ICT skills, as well as editing and experimental techniques, both completed digitally 
and physically. Woven into this introductory period, students are taught the value of quality 
presentation and how to achieve creative and professional outcomes within their 
sketchbooks.  
Students then develop and establish their photography portfolio, firstly looking at the theme 
‘Human Condition’. Here we explore issues around identity, emotions and mental health, 
areas that are more prevalent in society at this time. We encourage our students to look 
deeper into these topics but then be creative with their thoughts using imaging as their 
expressions and interpretations.  Social, moral and cultural topics support disciplinary 
knowledge as we research and understand the work of established photographers. 
Through inquiry and investigation, students are able to explore the theme, analysing and 
responding to photographer’s work either in the digital or physical world. Some of the artists 
and photographers that students will be introduced to include Dorothea Lange, Inge Morath 
and Hattie Stewart. The disciplinary knowledge our students develop from their research will 
support in developing their own creative ideas, experimenting with various techniques and 
materials, such as photo collage, camera handling and textiles, as they reach a conclusion 
within their work. This can take many forms including, but not limited to, 3D, textile or 2D 
print outcomes.  
Our young photographer’s second project is entitled ‘Self – Directed Project’ where they are 
offered a selection of themes to choose from. This develops our student’s independence and 
they will demonstrate how their work is personal and meaningful to them. As they are guided 
through their individual creative journeys, they will deepen their knowledge and skillset, 
establishing their own unique styles and building confidence within their own abilities.   
   

 

 


