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   To Parents and Families of Royton & Crompton Academy 

Firstly, I would like to extend my thanks to you. Since the outbreak of COVID-19, you 
have supported your children, and the community, in a time of uncertainty and anxiety. 
We appreciate your continued support. 

With COVID-19 circulating in Oldham, it is important that we work together to contain 
the spread and protect the most vulnerable in our communities. Oldham as a borough 
has been badly affected by COVID-19. We know that this has been tough, but we need 
you all to continue to support us. 

The three main symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of a new continuous cough 
and/or a high temperature and/or a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or 
smell. Anyone who has these symptoms should stay at home or return home as soon 
as possible to isolate and arrange a PCR test by calling 119 or visiting 
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus. 

I am also asking that pupils who feel unwell but who do not have any of the three 
main symptoms of COVID-19 to get a PCR test. In this situation your child does not 
have to self-isolate unless the test result comes back as positive.   

As there is an increase in the cases within Royton & Crompton Academy school, I am 
also strongly advising that students should wear face coverings in all areas of 
school. The virus that causes COVID-19 is spread through our breath, our nose and 
mouth, when we talk, sing, cough, sneeze, or do anything else that involves breathing. 
A face covering greatly reduces the distance our breath can travel, and that helps to 
protect everyone.    

Secondary age children and their families should also continue with twice-weekly 
lateral flow device tests. These are for people with no COVID-19 symptoms. A positive 
lateral flow test result should be registered with NHS Test and Trace and a PCR test 
should be taken to confirm the result. While waiting for the confirmatory PCR result, all 
contacts should isolate immediately for 10 days.  

Due to the increasing number of cases locally and in other parts of Greater Manchester 
I would like to ask for students to be particularly cautious when they are out of school 
and mixing in the community to ensure they adhere to the government guidelines for 
social distancing. They should continue to minimise the number of people they meet 
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within a short period of time to limit the risk of spreading coronavirus (COVID-19) and 
remember it is safer to meet people outdoors. 

The guidance on self-isolation of bubbles following contact with a positive case is set 
nationally. We are working with all schools in Oldham to implement this guidance. 
Keeping yourself away from other people when you could be infectious is the most 
effective way of stopping COVID-19. You are not alone if you find doing this hard. If 
you, or your child, has to self-isolate due to COVID, then you may be eligible for self-
isolation payments or other forms of support. For more information go to 
https://www.oldham.gov.uk/selfisolationpayment.    

Thank you again for all your help and support. It is only by us all working together that 
we will tackle the impact of COVID-19 in our communities.   
 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
Katrina Stephens 
Director of Public Health 
 

https://www.oldham.gov.uk/selfisolationpayment

