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What’s happening for a vocational and technical qualifications, like 

BTECs? 

Students studying vocational and technical qualifications (VTQs) that are 
similar to, and taken alongside, or instead of, GCSEs will also receive grades 
assessed by teachers rather than sitting exams. The arrangements will be 
similar to those for GCSEs. This will be the case, for example, for many 
BTECs, Cambridge Nationals and Technicals, Tech Levels, Technical Awards 
and Technical Certificates. These arrangements will also apply to T Level 
core assessments. 

What about students taking Functional Skills? 

Exams and assessments for Functional Skills will continue where they can be 
delivered in line with public health measures, including remotely. If you 
can’t access the assessments, you will get your result through teacher 
assessed grades. 

When will students know if they are having an exam or not and what 

evidence is going to be used for their teacher assessed grade? 

The awarding organisation that provides your specific qualification will be 
setting out its plans for each qualification from 25th February onwards. You 
should check individual awarding organisation websites to see the approach 
for your qualification or speak to your school or college. 



When will students get their results? 

If you are taking your qualification in order to get into college or university, 
your result will be issued in the week of Monday 9 August, in line with and 
GCSEs. 

Results for other VTQs will be issued throughout the year as usual. 

What if a student thinks their grade is wrong? 

If you are unhappy with the results you receive you will be able to appeal. 
Awarding organisations have their own appeals processes, but if you are 
awarded your qualification through teacher assessment, you will have 
access to a right of appeal on the same basis as those set out for GCSEs, AS 
and A levels. 

Will students be able to take an exam in the autumn if they are not 

happy? 

Depending on which VTQ you are taking, there may already be an 
opportunity in the autumn or winter to take an assessment. Check with your 
school or college in the first instance. 

We are also working with Ofqual to decide whether there is more needed, 
beyond the existing autumn and winter assessment windows. Ofqual will 
consult on this over the coming weeks and will provide more information 
soon. 
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