
GCSEs 
 

 

1. How will the grades be assessed? 

2. What are the timings for this? 

3. What processes will be in place to ensure the grades are as fair as possible? 

4. How will the grading standards be set? 

5. What if a student believes their grade is wrong? 

 

How will the grades be assessed? 

Grades will be based on what students have been taught, not 
what they’ve missed. 

Teachers will be given clear guidance to support them in assessing their 
students. They will use a range of evidence, which could include mock 
exams, coursework and other work completed as part of a student’s course, 
such as essays or in-class tests. 

Exam boards will also provide optional sets of questions for teachers to use 
to help them gather evidence. There will be a combination of published and 
unpublished questions and teachers will be able to select groups of 
questions that reflect what they have taught. 

What are the timings for this? 

Teachers will submit grades to exam boards by Friday 18 June 2021. 

Results days for GCSEs will be Thursday 12 August 2021. This will give extra 
time for any appeals to be assessed. 

What processes will be in place to ensure the grades are as fair as 

possible? 

Before grades are submitted, students will be told what evidence is being 
used to assess them. Students can see this evidence and tell their teachers 
about any mitigating circumstances they think might affect their grade. 



Schools will make sure that their assessment process is fair, using guidance 
from exam boards. Exam boards will also check schools – both a 
representative sample of all schools and colleges, and more targeted checks 
using risk-based criteria. 

How will the grading standards be set? 

Teachers will consider each student’s performance using the sources of 
evidence they are using for their cohort. They will make an evidence-based 
judgement of the grade each student is performing at. 

What if a student believes their grade is wrong? 

As in any other year every student will have the right to appeal 
their grade. If they believe their grade is wrong, they can ask their centre to 
check for errors. If the student still believes their grade is wrong, their 
centre can then submit an appeal to the exam board on their behalf. The 
exam board can confirm whether the grade is reasonable based on the 
evidence. If not, they will determine the alternative grade. 

An exam board will only revise a student’s grade where the evidence cannot 
reasonably support that grade, rather than as a result of marginal 
differences of opinion. Students should be aware that grades can go up or 
down as the result of an appeal. 
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