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Welcome from Mr Lewis

THINK BIG  SHOW TEAM SPIRIT  DO THE RIGHT THING

Dear Parents/Carers

I am delighted to be able to welcome two new, extremely experienced colleagues to the Senior Leadership Team at Royton and Crompton 
E-ACT Academy.

Mr Lewis, as our New Deputy Headteacher, has a clear focus for all aspects of Inclusion alongside Mr Ogden, who as Assistant 
Headteacher, has a clear focus on raising standards and improving school culture, behaviour and attendance.

Over the last month, we have had so many things to celebrate. From individual successes to team successes, which are a first in the 
history of Royton and Crompton E-ACT Academy. We are extremely proud of our students and would like to thank you for your continued 
support.

We are currently at the start of the Year 11 exams and I would like to wish every student good luck over the forthcoming weeks. A thank 
you also to our staff who have also worked tirelessly to ensure each student achieves their very best.

As we move now into our final half term in the life of the old school building, we look forward to our new build in September 2019 and 
start to say our farewells to a building that has served our community for many years.

A reminder to parents about some key dates 
• Academy closed to all students on Tuesday 16th July 
• Academy re-opens to Year 7 and Year 11 students on Thursday 5th September
• Year 7, 8, 10 & 11 on Friday 6th September
• All years Monday 9th September 

This amendment to term dates are to ensure the safe and effective decant of equipment, resources, 
furniture and the safe and effective opening of the new Academy. Both staff and students will receive 
an induction to the new build. There will be more details on our new build in next month’s newsletter. 

Thank you as always for your continued support.          
A Atkinson
Headteacher

Key Dates
Friday 24th May 
school closes for half term.
Monday 3rd June
school re-opens
Friday 7th June
Knife Crime Awareness Sessions
Wednesday 12th June
Cadets parental meeting
Thursday 20th June
Year 7 Parents evening
Monday 24th June
Year 10 Exams begin

Royton & Crompton Academy

   I have an enormous sense of pride when I introduce   
   myself as Mr Lewis, the new Deputy Headteacher of   
   E-Act Royton and Crompton Academy.  

   My main responsibility in school is to ensure the pastoral care given 
is to the highest quality, whether that being around safeguarding, attendance, behaviour or those 
children with Special Educational Needs. 
The reason why I chose to work at the school is due the history associated with it, the community 
it serves, the commitment from staff and the keenness of students to succeed. I’ve worked as a 
senior leader in my two previous schools, the last being located in the heart of Gorton, 
Manchester.  
As a parent myself, I know the importance of providing a safe and caring learning environment 
where children are given the opportunity to succeed and flourish. When away from school, apart 
from spending time with my family, I am a keen runner, having recently completed the Manchester 
marathon. 



In April we were very excited to be awarded The Rainbow Flag Award from 
The Proud Trust.
A bit about The Proud Trust:
“The Proud Trust is a life saving and life enhancing organisation that helps 
young people empower themselves to make a positive change for 
themselves and their communities. We do this through youth groups, peer 
support, managing the LGBT Centre for Manchester, delivering of training 
and events, campaigns, undertaking research and creating resources.”

The Rainbow Flag award “is a national quality assurance framework for all 
schools and colleges, focusing on LGBT+, (lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, plus 
other related identities), inclusion and visibility. The Rainbow Flag Award 
encourages a whole organisation approach to LGBT+ inclusion, as well as 
developing strategies to combat LGBTphobic* bullying.”

The award consists of 6 areas of which we were awarded the ‘Skilled Teacher’ 
section last year.  We have now completed and been awarded the remaining 
5 sections including an outstanding in the ‘Inclusive Curriculum’ area.

This is an award that pupils and staff have worked very hard to achieve and are 
extremely proud and excited to have been able to complete this year.  The work 
of the Rainbow Planet group within school has been a driving force behind this 
and the award reflects the value and importance that our academy gives to the 
LGBT+ community both within and outside of school and acknowledges the work 
being done to promote respect, tolerance and peace with our pupils.

On 8th May during the Rainbow Planet meeting, pupils in the group had great 
fun selling cupcakes that they had baked and decorated themselves to other 
pupils and staff.  The cakes were a hit, selling out and making £30 which pupils 
will donate to an LGBT+ charity.

I am delighted and feel privileged to have started my 
role as Assistant Headteacher and a member of the 
Senior Leadership Team at Royton and Crompton E-ACT 
Academy in April 2019.

My main areas of responsibility are insisting on high 
standards, expectations, Academy culture, climate and 
attendance to school.

My previous schools include East Manchester Academy 
in Beswick where I held a similar role in addition to 
being a leader in Physical Education for a number of 
years at Failsworth School in Oldham. I have a passion 
for school improvement and firmly believe that Royton 
and Crompton E-ACT Academy has an exciting future. I 
am very much looking forward to playing a big part in 
making this happen.

Design Technology
KS3 classes have started their final rotation of the year and are working on 
projects which involves laser cutting (year7), Electronics (year 8) and CAD 
work (y9)
Ks4

Year 10 have been working hard to complete work for their deadline for their 
first assessed piece of course work with a further one to be completed by the 
end of the year.

Year 11 Engineering had an excellent turnout for extra revision sessions and 
completed their online examination last week. Mr Hughes and Mr Walker 
would like to thank students for all their hard work over the past 2 years.

The Year 8 STEM based Go4Set project is underway and are about to go on 
site visit with their mentors form Willmott Dixon to gain a real life context to 
the project they are working on. Photos to be shown on the next edition of 
the newsletter.
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Welcome from Mr Ogden



Cadets

On Wednesday 1st may Cadets had the 
opportunity to go on a trip to the Royal 
Regiment of Fusilier museum in Bury and 
the Army Reserve Centre.
 
At the Museum they learnt about the 
history and battle honours of the regiment. 
Cadet’s got to see and hold various different 
weapon systems from across the ages, the 
highlight for many who couldn’t hold their 
excitement. We leant amongst many other 
things that soldiers would wear tall hats to 
appear taller to their enemy in hope that 
they would scare them off rather than 
having to engage in battle. As our guide 
described the horrors of trench foot and 
how their feet would be inspected daily, a 
poof of foot powder reminded cadets to 
keep their feet clean and dry less they suffer 
the same fate.

Back at the Army reserve centre cadets 
where shown contemporary equipment 
used by the British forces today. After 
working hard on their weapon handling test 
on the general purpose rifle the past couple 
of months the hand gun seemed much 
easier and lighter in comparison. Cadet’s 
also got to test out the night vision goggles, 
lasers and gas masks. Outside the visible 
become the invisible as cadets where put to 
the test an a observation lane. This activity 
is designed to test their observation and 
recognition skills as items were placed 
seemingly hidden around the area using 
natural camouflage, of which most only 
became apparent when pointed out.
 
 
Cadets have been working really hard of the 
past couple of months involving coming into 
school on two Saturdays to practice their 
weapon handling drills and skills to pass 
their weapon handling test for Annual 
camp.
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Maths

Well done two pupils in Y7 who have 
competed against other e-act 
schools in the northern region in a 
timetable rock stars event. Hannah 
Burgess came 1st and James McDaid 
came 2nd. These pupils will now 
compete against winners from all 
e-act schools. Best of luck!

All pupils should have also set up a 
Hegarty Maths account. Please 
check that your child has done this.

Homework is set weekly using 
Hegarty for Y7 - Y9. Y10 have 8 GCSE 
questions per week in an A5 booklet 
and Hegarty. Y11 have past papers 
and Hegarty.

Please ensure that 
your child brings a 
green pen, black pen, 
pencil, rubber, ruler, 
protractor, scientific 
calculator and their 
maths book to every 
lesson.

Food Tech Star Bakers!

Year 7
Faith Leach, Maya Sweeney, Aaron Buckley

Year 8
Brayden Hopwood, James Albiston, Ben 
Spencer, Aisha Dia

Year 9
Leia Wright-Harris, Emeleah Koselka, 
Melissa Stevenson, Freya Hilton, Andrew 
Hall, Ryan Frost, Tanjia Begum

History

Key Stage 3 students have recently 
completed Easter Assessments our star 
historians are:

Year 7
Hannah Burgess
Yamin Ahmad
Charlotte Harrison

Year 8
Tom Lee
Razana Ahmad
Ruby Hebdon

Year 9 
Teddy Bland
Jessica Dewhurst
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MATHS 8
PEN

PENCIL
ERASER

RULER

PROTRACTOR

CALCULATOR
MATHS BOOK

GREEN PEN



As exam season is fast approaching Year 11 have really been focusing on completing their last parts of 
their coursework and cramming in every last possible minute of revision in preparation for 14th May 
onwards. They attended Easter Revision School, which was a success, and have been taking part in extra 
form-time and after-school revision sessions to fell as fully prepared as possible – well done guys!!
 
Prom is also just around the corner (Friday 21st June 2019) and preparations are well underway. If you 
have bought a ticket then menu options and seating plan requests will be coming out to you soon…all 
you need to worry about is looking good on the night! 
 
We know these next few weeks are going to be very hard work…stay calm, ask for help when needed and 
good luck!
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EXAM SEASON
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Music

This month in music pupils have been 
developing their performance and 
composition skills.

Year 7 have been looking at the work of Ed 
Sheeran and learning to play some of his 
most famous song.  They have also been 
creating music using Cubase sequencing 
software and sampled loops.

Year 8 have been looking at music for film 
and have created short pieces of music for 
their own imaginative films scenes.  They 
have also been learning to play Fur Elise by 
Beethoven on the keyboards.

Year 9 have been looking at the 12 bar blues 
and playing solo, duet and group 
performances of this famous style of music.

Year 11 have been completing their 
performances and creating their Eps with 
the theme ‘Coming of Age’

Social Sciences

The year 10 Psychology students are 
currently studying the topic of why we 
need to sleep and dream.  A mini sleep 
practical (we closed the blinds and 
played calming deep sleep music)  
helped students to understand how 
the darkness promotes the production 
of melatonin in the brain, which 
causes the feelings of drowsiness and 
tiredness.  Students are also busy 
completing their dream journals at 
home, ready for next week when we 
will be using the theory of 
Psychoanalysis to interpret our 
dreams!

Languages

Well done to year 11 students who 
completed their Spanish Speaking 
Exams recently. This showcased their 
dedication and resilience as it required 
them to hold a conversation in 
Spanish, without knowing what the 
questions would be. There are also 
students who are doing extra exams in 
French, Portuguese and Italian. We 
wish them the best of luck with the 
next round of exams!

Drama

This month pupils have been developing 
their vocal and physical performance skills.

Year 7 have been studying Greek theatre.

Year 8 have been looking at theatre in 
education.

Year 9 have been learning about stage 
combat skills.

Year 10 have been working in groups 
devising their own pieces of drama for the 
GCSE exam coursework.

Year 11 have been completing their log 
books explaining their work on the devised 
piece of theatre and preparing for the 
written examination which takes place 
May17th. 

Extra-curricular:
Music and drama club takes place on a 
Tuesday after school in music with Mrs 
Mulgrew.  Recently sessions have changed 
so that there are two focuses each week 
from keyboards, ukuleles, guitars, singing 
and drama.  Pupils have worked on their 
own choice of keyboard pieces and creating 
improvised short sketches for drama.  
Singers have been looking at their own 
choice of pieces and at choosing a song for 
a whole group.  Pupils will soon start 
preparing pieces for the summer show in 
July.

Pupils are free to use the 
equipment and instruments on 

Monday and Tuesday 
lunchtime.  

My Dream Journal
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PE News.

This Half Term the PE Department had a 
visit from the, then Oldham Athletic Interim 
manager Pete Wild.  A number of our pupils 
took part in some small sided football 
games whilst Pete observed potentially 
weighing up some stars of the future.

Our pupils then had the privilege to play on 
either on the same team as Pete or against 
him as he took to the pitch joining in, 
showcasing his own on field magic!

The afternoon visit was ended with Pete 
taking some questions from the pupils 
involved. Questions asked, ranged from, 
what was his highlight of the season so far 
to, how did he feel when Oldham defeated 
Fulham in the FA Cup.

Brilliant effort from all involved and thanks 
to Oldham Athletic as well as Pete for 
visiting the Department.
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On the Farm
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Year 7

We are incredibly proud of our Year 7s this 
year and the progress they have made. In 
September, we challenged them to become 
the best year group in the best school in 
Oldham and they have not disappointed! 
The passport day at the Museum of Science 
and Industry was a huge success as was the 
internal guest speaker passport day. The 
feedback was fantastic with staff praising 
our pupils’ amazing attitude, behaviour and 
enthusiasm. 

The football and rugby teams have had 
successes in their respective competitions 
and continue to represent themselves and 
the school impeccably.

16 Year 7s also took part in the Premier 
League Enterprise Programme and after 9 
weeks of coaching, presented their ideas to 
senior figures at Manchester City’s Etihad 
stadium. The next cohort has now started 
and are excited to get the programme 
underway.
 
Out of school successes include Chloe 
Walker who won the World Championships 
in Brazilian Jujitsu and was invited to train 
with Anthony Crolla, Amelia Sammons who 
was selected to represent Lancashire 
Cricket and Ellie Buckley who won a horse 
riding competition. In school, Hannah 
Burgess and James McDaid represented 
Royton and Crompton in a regional Maths 
competition and finished 1st and 2nd 
respectively!

We now have 3 pupils who have gained over 
600 achievement points and been awarded 
with an Amazon Kindle! This is an amazing 
achievement and a testament to their hard 
work. Lastly, Atendance for the year group 
is the highest in the school and Is 
continuously improving.

Star of the Week
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Year 8

Forty Year 8 students have to been selected 
to participate in a six week ‘Mind and Self’ 
intervention at school. The aim is to 
educate and help pupils look after their 
well-being.  Topics covered are as follows:

Week 1 – Beating the blues, stress and how 
to manage it.
Week 2 – Skills and techniques to manage 
exam stress.
Week 3 – How to sleep better.
Week 4 – What is relaxation and how can 
we use it therapeutically.
Week 5 – Self-kindness to self and others.
Week 6 – Living mindfully.
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Year 9
The Scholars programme Graduation   
‘Brilliant Club’
Wednesday 8th May 2019 

Outline Pupils have been participating in 
the scholars programme for the last 4 
months. They have had a PhD student come 
to school teaching them about renewable 
energy. The following pupils all successfully 
passed the course and attended the 
graduation at the university of Manchester, 
where they received their certificates.

Students involved Leo Baker, Afia 
Donkoh, Emeleah Koselka, Aaliyah Day, 
Natalia Beqaj, Rupom Talukder, Megan 
Hartley, Megan Hopwood.

Impact Students completed a university 
standard assignment. They were able to 
experience a graduation at the university of 
Manchester. They experienced different 
aspects of university life throughout the 
course such as: a university visit, 
graduation, lectures, university grading 
process and of course the success of 
completing and submitting their own 
project.

Year 10 so far….

•Year 10 Football success- winners in the 
play-off final against Oasis (3-2)

•Year 10 Dance group in assemblies and 
afternoon tea

•Passport days- in school and out, 
exceptional behaviour

•Graduation day for the Scholars 
programme, well done to the 6 pupils who 
passed the programme (Tanica Anderson, 
Haneria Ahmed, Jamal Akhtar, Shannon 
Heatley, Paige Shears, Fatema Khatun)

•Year 10 helping to clear the gym after wet 
breaks and lunches- great demonstration of 
team spirit

•Year 10 cadets
Individual sporting success
Charlie Weston: England U15s
Jay Robinson- plays for Wigan Rugby
Ross Davies- play for Warrington Rugby
Jessica Smith- British Dance champion

Message from HOY’s:
It has been an honour and a challenge to 
work with this year group. They are 
talented, driven and extremely strong 
minded. We hope and believe that they 
will rise to the challenge of Year 11 and be 
exceptional role models to our younger 
students. The hard work has already 
started!
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Year 11 pupils have been working hard in form time with Miss Lodge and Mr Davies to help them prepare for their Science 
exams. Pupils have told us how they have benefitted from these sessions.  We wish them all the best of luck in their exams!

• Intervention sessions have helped me to understand the early models of the atom – Sam
• Intervention has improved my chemistry scores from a grade 5 to a grade 7 on two mock papers – Mohammed
• Intervention has given me a lot more confidence for the exam – Luke
• Intervention has been helping me a lot as it has clarified things I wasn’t sure about – Samiyah
• Intervention has helped by given me that little extra information that I might have missed in lessons – Brogan
• Intervention has helped me consolidate my knowledge on ionic and covalent bonding – Lydia
• I am able to contribute more to lessons due to having more knowledge – Annaleise
• Intervention has given me more confidence in Science and helped me understand how to calculate empirical formula –  
 Madison
• Science intervention helped me a lot as my teacher makes the work easy and simple so I can understand things clearer  
 – Saleha
• I’ve gone up 3 grades in my combined science, particularly on my Chemistry papers – Ben
• Intervention has made me more confident about my exams as we have had extra work, it has set me up for the rest of 
 the day (motivation) and I have learnt new things I didn’t know before – Olivia.
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Year 11 pupils have been working hard in form time with Miss Lodge and Mr Davies to help them prepare for their Science 
exams. Pupils have told us how they have benefitted from these sessions.  We wish them all the best of luck in their exams!

• Intervention sessions have helped me to understand the early models of the atom – Sam
• Intervention has improved my chemistry scores from a grade 5 to a grade 7 on two mock papers – Mohammed
• Intervention has given me a lot more confidence for the exam – Luke
• Intervention has been helping me a lot as it has clarified things I wasn’t sure about – Samiyah
• Intervention has helped by given me that little extra information that I might have missed in lessons – Brogan
• Intervention has helped me consolidate my knowledge on ionic and covalent bonding – Lydia
• I am able to contribute more to lessons due to having more knowledge – Annaleise
• Intervention has given me more confidence in Science and helped me understand how to calculate empirical formula –  
 Madison
• Science intervention helped me a lot as my teacher makes the work easy and simple so I can understand things clearer  
 – Saleha
• I’ve gone up 3 grades in my combined science, particularly on my Chemistry papers – Ben
• Intervention has made me more confident about my exams as we have had extra work, it has set me up for the rest of 
 the day (motivation) and I have learnt new things I didn’t know before – Olivia.

Year 7:
Students circulated around the Magellan where they took part in workshops with visitors.
These focussed: 
Islam: 
During the Islam sessions pupils discussed the Holocaust and misconceptions / the discrimination which can take place.

Fairtrade
During Fairtrade sessions students looked at Fairtrade products and what specifications they needed to meet to gain a 
Fairtrade standard also looking at the pro’s and con’s of them. They designed a poster to promote the use of Fairtrade.

Earth Day
During Earth day students looked at climate change and the impact global warming has on wildlife and our climate.

World of work
Alumni came in and ran workshops about their career journeys and inspired pupils to achieve both academic and 
non-academic qualifications. They spoke about their current job descriptions and showed students what they did on a 
daily basis.

Team Building
Students attended a team building and communication activity ran by Mr Ashton, they competed against each other 
and had to support, lead and enforce rules.

PASSPORT DAY 2



Year 8 Students visited the Mosque and 
Oldham College.

Year 9 Students visited either Magna 
Museum in Sheffield of Pooles Cavern.

Year 10’s visited either Huddersfield, 
Chester or Liverpool University and gained 
an insight into what life at university was 
like.
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Visit from E-ACT Sir Michael Weems Chair of Trustees

A small  group of students were given the unique opportunity to spend time 
with our Chair of Trustees Sir Michael Weems. 

During the one hour spent with him, they asked him numerous questions about 
his career, greatest achievements, his role within E-Act and the impact he aimed 
to have. 

Sir Michael in return asked the students about life at ERACA, the positives and 
negatives, the  lessons they enjoyed, how they would improve the school, what 
they were looking forward to, what their aspirations were and how we were 
helping them to get there in order to fulfil their potential.

The students were inspired after their meetings with Sir Michael- especially as 
he has met Sir Winston Churchill!

E-Act Rewards Ceremony
Outline 5 students from each 
Academy were nominated for:
- Creative Writing 
- Artwork
- Rock Star Superstar-
- Contribution to Performing Arts.

All were invited along with their 
parents to attend a rewards 
ceremony at the Middleton 
Arena.

Students performances were 
amazing and they all represented 
our academy well and were a real 
credit. They are determined to be 
even more successful next year
Culture at E-ACT Royton and 
Crompton Academy

Half Term 3: January-February 
2019

The Year 11 Student Leadership team 
wanted to develop links within the 
community and put on an event in 
order to strengthen relationships.
Between them, they
- Contacted care homes
- arranged transportation to and from 
school
- organised catering for the event
- Organised the entertainment for the 
event. 

They were absolutely fantastic and we 
are so proud of them.
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