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NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER TERM 2020 - 2021



As we come to the end of the autumn term, I wanted to firstly thank and also celebrate all of our 
Royton and Crompton community for demonstrating ‘Team Spirit’, resilience and solidarity 
whilst faced with the most difficult of circumstances during the national Covid 19 pandemic.

We have pulled together and reopened our academy with determination and enormous success 
whilst ensuring most importantly everyone’s safety is our number one priority.

Although the academy has run differently and students have been taught in year group bubbles, 
we have throughout ensured that we have continued to deliver a world class curriculum that not 
only enriches and deepens our student’s knowledge but also has developed their cultural 
capital, continuing to prepare them for their future and world of work. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of my wonderful staff for their hard work, 
dedication and commitment in providing the very best for all of our students this term. Also, to 
all of our students where real credit is due for their superb positive attitude when faced with 
almost six months of absence from school they have excelled in their superb positive attitude to 
learning and are making great progress in their studies. Finally to parents and wider community 
partners, thank you as always for your continued support in ensuring our academy continues to 
rapidly improve. This is a time to celebrate and ensure that Royton & Crompton E-ACT Academy 
becomes a great school again that serves such a wonderful community.

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and safe, prosperous New Year and thank you all in 
making Royton and Crompton an excellent place to be. ‘Together we will achieve excellence’.

Best wishes

A Atkinson
Headteacher

HEADTEACHERS OVERVIEW

THINK BIG
SHOW TEAM SPIRIT

DO THE RIGHT THING

As from Tuesday 5th January 2021 students will be required 
to attend school every day in full school uniform. On PE days 
we have adjusted our academy risk assessment to ensure 
that students can safely change into their PE kit. Please 
refer to the academy website to read the whole school risk 

assessment for future information.



SAFEGUARDING
At Royton and Crompton E-ACT Academy we are committed to keeping our students safe both within academy 
grounds and out in the wider community.  The safety and welfare of all our students is of the utmost importance to 
us. 

Please contact the academy directly if you have a concern about the welfare of a child.
Our safeguarding leads are on the next page.

Key Contacts

Any safeguarding issues, please call either 
Mrs C Tudor or Mr S Lewis on the numbers below:

    Cherry Tudor, Family Liaison Officer 
    Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
    Email: cherry.tudor@e-act.org.uk
    Phone: 07395 605251

    Scott Lewis Deputy Headteacher
    Designated Safeguarding Lead
    mail: Scott.Lewis@E-ACT.org.uk
    Phone: 07395 799552

Our Duty of Care to Keep all Students Safe

• The Academy aims to ensure that appropriate action is taken in a timely manner to safeguard and promote  
 children’s welfare
• Thar all staff are aware of and understand fully their statutory responsibilities with respect to safeguarding
• Staff are appropriately trained in recognising and reporting safeguarding issues
• Safeguarding and child protection is everyone’s responsibility
 
E Safety

The internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date with your children’s use of technology can be a 
challenge, especially when your children may have better technical skills than you do. The internet and online tech-
nologies are an important part of children’s lives at home and school, providing great opportunities for learning, 
communicating, playing and creating, however children and young people still need support and guidance to ensure 
they manage their online time positively and safely.

Over half-term, please ensure your child is keeping safe online at all times.  Some useful information for both children 
and parents can be found on the NSPCC website: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ and 
the Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) website: https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/.

Helpful links and much more information can be found on our dedicated safeguarding page: https://roytoncromp-
ton.e-act.org.uk/pupil-support/safeguarding-our-students/ .

Mr Lewis
Deputy Headteacher

Safeguarding Our Students
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We are over the moon that as a year group the year 7 pupils have maintained the exceptional high standards 
that they started the year with. The pupils have remained resilient throughout this difficult time whilst we 
tackle COVID-19. Can we also take a moment to thanks all parents and carers who have supported the 
academy by ensuring that pupils are working hard at home whilst isolating

Pupil performance report (PPR)

All staff where asked to input pupil PPR data at the start of December. This data provides us with crucial 
information about where our pupils are up to academically and also informs us on their attitude to learning. 
The majority of the year group are doing amazingly well. However, from this data it appears some pupils do 
need some further support. Whether that be academically or behaviourally, as a year team we will be working 
with parents and faculty leads to ensure a variety of interventions are put in place so we can fully support our 
pupils.

Form representative 

As mentioned in October’s newsletter, as a year team, we are big believers in the power of student voice. This 
term the form reps have been utilised more and are really taking pride in their roles and responsibilities. They 
have been involved in; ensuring classroom behaviour is up to standard by simply modelling excellence, 
helping with organising the collection of donations for the Christmas food hampers and also assisting Mr 
Kirkman and Mr Collinge when lining up the year group after break and lunch time. 

Being a proactive group, the form reps have decided 
that they wanted to carry out the challenge of 
gaining the Eco award for the academy. The group of 
form reps will make up the eco committee along 
with other selected pupils. This group will work with 
Mr Kirkman after the Christmas break to successfully 
achieve this award. 

The Year 8 pupils have made a fantastic start to this term at school. Although we are under very different 
and difficult circumstances, the pupils have embraced each day, and on the whole, behaved impeccably. The 
pupils have been resilient throughout and with the amazing support from parents we have been able to 
facilitate a smooth transition back into school life.

Baseline Assessment
During the last week of half term pupils took part in baseline assessments and after meeting with various 
subject heads new class bubbles will be in place for January to ensure learning is more personalised. 

Celebration Assembly
On the last day of term we held our first celebration assembly of the year. During this time, we had the 
pleasure of congratulating pupils for their fantastic efforts. Pupils received certificates, badges and vouch-
ers that they can spend online. We reinforced the importance of a positive attitude towards academy life. 
Not only does this positive attitude to learning give them the best chance in education, but it will also lead 
to them being rewarded for their actions. We once again will be holding an assembly in the last week of this 
term again rewarding attendance, behaviour, attitude to learning and progress. Please see some of our 
winners below from last half term.

We have also had a change within the year team as Mrs Jones is now working from home in the lead up to 
her maternity leave, and hope that she manages to put her feet up at some point before her next big role 
comes into play, I’m sure you will all join the year 8 team in wishing Mrs Jones GOOD LUCK AND BEST 
WISHES.  In her absence we would like to welcome Mr Prendergast, who will be taking over the role of Year 
Leader.  Mr Prendergast has been one of our form tutors prior to this so he has a very good understanding 
of the year group and students already, and is very keen to get started.  Mrs leach is also still available in her 
role.

This has been a very difficult, challenging, emotional and different year for everybody, we hope that 
Christmas will be a time when everyone can have a rest and a chance to relax.  Please encourage your 
children to enjoy their time off and enjoy the festive period, so when they return they are ready for next 
term.

The year 8 team would like to wish you all a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND AN EVEN BETTER NEW YEAR.  
We hope Santa brings you all everything you want.
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pandemic. Pupils have very much embraced the new way of learning and achieved some fantastic results in 
all subjects. Mr Kellett and Mr Ashton have been very impressed as to how the year group have adapted to 
the new way of learning in bubbles and we are seeing some excellent learning taking place. Pupils are 
achieving wonderful grades in all subject and Maths for the year group is a particular strong point, along-
side the broad and balanced curriculum we deliver at the academy.

We have seen some amazing rewards for Y9 so far in this academic year. Star of the week has been awarded 
every week in assembly for two pupils who are showing the academy values of Honesty, Excellence and 
Aspiration. This is a highlight of the week for both staff and pupils alike. 

In the recent assessments pupils have produced some outstanding pieces of academic and vocational work 
and this is wonderful to see and reward pupils for putting their learning first amongst anything else, even in 
the most difficult of circumstances of Covid 19. 

We are so proud of everything Y9 have achieved so far this year and we are very much looking forward to 
welcoming the pupils back after a very well deserved break. 

May we take this opportunity to wish all of our pupils and their families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

Kindest Regards 
Mr A Kellett and Mr D Ashton

Honesty
More than 80 pupils in Year 10 now have their honesty badges for achieving more than 60 achievement 
points last half term with a lot more on track to do it this half term. In lessons, year 10’s have been working 
hard to ensure that they are achieving their full potential. This has resulted in some fantastic mock exam 
grades from Year 10. As a Year team, we are very proud of what they are achieving.

Excellence
A group of pupils have been attending maths intervention after school on a Tuesday with Mrs Preston and 
are showing great improvements in their maths work. M.Patwary has completed all of Hegarty maths and is 
leading the way in school. 

We are in close competition with Year 11 for the most weekly superstar letters home and we only trail now 
by 1 letter! 

Early feedback from mock exams is that we have exceled in some subjects, even after such a long period of 
absence, Year 10 are showing that they have the resilience and drive to surpass expectations.

Aspiration
As a year group, pupils have been bringing in food for the food drive which helps the poorest in our local 
community. This has been a real success within the year group and they have contributed over 100 mince 
pies and almost 100 jars of sandwich spread. 

On the recent passport day, pupils questioned Baroness Watkins of Tavistock in our ‘Learn with Lords’ 
session which explored what it is like to be a peer in the House of Lords. Pupils engaged her on a range of 
subjects including her roles and responsibilities and how she became a Baroness. 

After such a long time off school and with disruption to the year so far we are so proud of the pupils in Year 
10. They have engaged with home learning when off and are leading the way as a year group when they are 
present. 

YE
AR

 1
0 

NE
W

S



YE
AR

 1
1 

NE
W

S As we draw closer to the end of 2020, we just want to take this opportunity to wish all Year 11 students and 
parents/carers a Happy Christmas and New Year. Times have been testing over the past few months but the 
Year 11s have rose to the challenge and we look forward to face challenges head on in the New Year.

We would just like to celebrate some of the highlights from this Autumn Term.

Mock exams

Getting through two weeks of gruelling mocks! Well done to you all, your 
behaviour and attitude was exemplary throughout. We have no doubt that 
your results will reflect all the hard work you have been putting in, both in
 and out of school. The mocks are a fantastic opportunity for you to develop 
your revision and learning further. 

Mock results day

On Tuesday 15th December, students received their mock results, this gave the Year 11s a chance to 
experience what it would be like in August 2021. As expected there were mixed emotions, however, these 
grades do not define you, they are a stepping stone to your future. 

College applications

Well done to all of the Year 11 students that have already applied and had their college interviews. It is not 
an easy job deciding what you want to do when you leave school, however, they have took it in their stride 
and have applied to a variety of colleges. We would also like to congratulate those that have already 
received conditional offers at their chosen College, we now need to secure them aspirational grades!!

For those that have applied and not heard back yet, don’t worry, there will be interviews taking place after 
half term for Oldham Sixth Form and Oldham College. They will be arranged in school time, one of the Year 
11 team will let you know.

Saturday School

As well as the additional hours put in during the week, we have a number of students that also attend 
school on a Saturday morning for extra Maths revision. This has been a success so far and students have 
been working extremely hard with Mrs Bamford and Mrs Preston. We hope to see some good mock grades 
with all the extra work you have been putting in. On top of that, we have had students requesting to come 
to Saturday school, think we may need to sort a waiting list out!

Rewards

With the Year 11 team being extremely competitive, it was imperative that we remained top of the leader 
board for staff nominations. So there was no pressure whatsoever on our Year 11s!! But we can safely say 
that, even though the Year 10s were creeping up on us, we managed to do it. So a massive congratulations 
to all those that have been nominated this year, you are the reason we are at the top! Let’s stay there for 
the remainder of the academic year. As we always say, we are the role models of the school and we want it 
to stay that way.

Successes

A big congratulations to Leo B who has successfully been 
invited down to an NFL Academy in London, Leo was scouted 
via an Instagram video that he made in school with the help 
from Mr Sherwood. Good luck Leo!



Aspire2Be sessions are all about developing our student’s life skills and raising their aspirations. This is done 
through our bespoke PSHCE, Careers and SMSC sessions.
 
PSHCE
This term we have been focussing on building positive relationships with a focus on anti-bullying. Students 
have been learning about changes they can make to become an upstander so that any acts of bullying or 
discrimination will be challenged by students and staff developing leadership and responsibility at all levels 
and promoting the E-Act ethos of teamwork.

Year 11 have been busy on a careers unit looking at post 16 options with virtual talks and tours from our 
local sixth forms and colleges. Students have been reflecting on their current skill set and how these skills 
link to different career paths and post 16 courses as part of the application process. Sessions have also been 
delivered on interview skills and how to prepare for interviews.  

SMSC
During our weekly sessions students have been developing a better understanding of the world around us 
as we focus on different national and world events. Students have the opportunity to discuss, ask questions 
and complete activities on events including Anti-Bullying Week, Black History Month, Remembrance Sunday 
and World Kindness Day. Sessions develop our students understanding of British Values and the world 
around them. It has been a busy term with students supporting various events including a silent reflection 
for Remembrance, wearing odd socks for Anti-Bullying Week, voting as part of the national Make your Mark 
campaign, donating for Children in Need and bringing in items for our annual food hamper appeal!
We would like to say a massive thanks for your support and donations with these events- we couldn't do it 
without our amazing school community!

Aspire2
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Learn with Lords
Years 7-10 have all been lucky enough to take part in sessions delivered by the House of Lords where they 
had the chance to speak to a Lord or Baroness. Students completed activities during SMSC sessions in tutor 
time where they learnt more about how the House of Lords works as part of the overall government 
including how laws are developed and passed. Students then all wrote questions, with the best from each 
form being asked to the Lord or Baroness in their session. 

Looking forward…
After Christmas we will be learning about the wider world around us in PSHCE. Students will look at how 
out country is governed and the art they play in society as young people. Y9 and Y10 will be looking to the 
future as part of careers with Y9 beginning to reflect and consider their options for key stage 4 while Y10 
will start to look at option beyond our academy for post-16. 

SMSC Events:
January 27th – Holocaust Memorial Day
February – LGBT+ Awareness Month
February 1st – Children's Mental Health Week
February 8th – National Apprenticeship Week

Aspire2
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Y7 & 8 pledges for Anti-Bullying week

Y7 leaders sorting food for the hampers

Remembering our fallen heroes

Baroness Hunt of Bethnal Green

G. Daubney (Y10) with Baroness 
Watkins of Tavistock

Remembering our fallen heroes



Music: 

Year 7 have been learning about the instruments of the orchestra and 
will start to learn about samba music and how to play the rhythms 
using percussion instruments
Year 8 are learning how to play the ukuleles.  They have been learning 
4 different chords and will use those chords to play a song.

Year 9 have been using glockenspiels to play ‘Tubular Bells’ by Mike 
Oldfield and ‘Hedwig’s Theme’ from Harry Potter by John Williams.

Year 10 have been learning about the music industry ahead of their 
exam in January.  They have also started to learn to compose and 
perform using 4 simple chords.
Year 11 are working on developing their performing and composing 
skills.

Drama:

Year 7, 8 and 9 are studying ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, ‘Our Day 
Out’ and ‘Blood Brothers’ to give vocal performances of extracts of 
the scripts

Year 10 are studying their set text ‘DNA’ and analysing it in 
preparation for the examination questions

Year 11 are preparing for their written examination by analysing ‘live’ 
theatre and rehearsing their scripted performances for their external 
assessments.

Art:

Year 7, 8 and 9 have been studying the formal elements of art before 
focussing on different projects:

Year 7 are studying ‘Portraits’, year 8 ‘The Living World’ and year 9 
‘Landscapes’.
Year 10 are working on projects with the theme ‘Out of Place’
Year 11 are using the theme ‘World Cultures’ for their projects.

Photography:

Year 10 are using the theme ‘The human condition’ for their projects 

Year 11 are focussing on ‘Texture’ to create their work.

Creative



E. Metcalfe and K. Mallabone

Creative



KS3

Year 7 are currently focusing on “What is a computer?” we have been 
discussing the definition of a computer and have discovered that 
computers are defined as the following:
“An electronic device that takes input, processes data and outputs a 
result.  It may also communicate and store processed data.”
We are now building on this knowledge and discovering what 
devices can be classed as inputs and outputs and how they work 
together to make the computer perform the tasks we need.
Why not take a look at some of our wonderful work?

Year 8 have begun to focus on the topic of algorithms this half term 
and are learning the importance of decomposition and abstraction in 
the problem solving process. We have been looking at the flowchart 
symbols used in industry when creating flowchart algorithms and 
have been reflecting on how the sequence instructions are given in 
can be critical. 

Year 9 are currently focusing on their first creative project of the 
year During this unit of work students will build upon their knowl-
edge of Photoshop and Serif by undertaking a creative project where 
they will simulate the creation of an original digital graphic for a 
given client brief in this case “Technology Takeover”. Students will 
undertake the design, create and evaluate elements of the product 
life cycle as shown through the 4 big ideas with Digital Literacy.

Digital Literacy and Computing

Check out the following websites:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects
https://codecombat.com/
https://hourofcode.com/uk/learn

Want to extend your learning further?

KS4 Computer science
This half term students have been introduced to binary and data capacity, we have explored how computers store data making 
use of 0’s and 1’s and are confident converting between binary and denary. In order to deepen students learning we have then 
compared the use of binary to the use of hexadecimal as well as how binary shift can be used for multiplication and division.

Students also have 1 hour a week of practical programming, where they have been introduced to python programming via the 
use of the code combat and are now building independent short programs using Python.

Computer Science:
Seneca Learning – Homework is set weekly for computer science using Seneca learning , the class code has been shared with 
students in class and also on teams. Homework is due in each Thursday.
https://codecombat.com/ - Python programming practice to aid with the practical element of the course and paper 2.
Online-python.com – online python programming environment to practice programming skills

I Media
Students are currently working in their comic unit of work R084 story telling using a comic. Students are currently designing and 
making cyberbullying comics making use of comic life. Students are able to download a free 30 day trial of comic life via the 
comic life website. 

Creative i Media:
Teams videos have been added in order to revise for each section of the writer R081 exam , please let me know if students are 
having issues accessing these.
Revision guides are available from Mrs Pope-Moore free of charge.



After a lot of preparation making sure the workshop is 
meeting all the necessary risk assessments to ensure a 
safe working environment for our pupils, it has been 
fantastic to see the Y11s back in their again.  They have 
been completing their latest BTEC Engineering 
controlled assessment in which they need to reproduce 
a bike multi tool using 3mm steel.  The sound of the 
pillar drills in action, hacksaws and files being used has 
been a welcome noise to hear.  

Engineering

Y10’s have made a fantastic start to the course and are currently working on CAD based unit, in particular getting to grips with 
3D software which they will need to use to create a fully dimensioned representation of their final design for the controlled 
assessment.

Design Technology

As we are currently working in non-practical rooms we have been taking the opportunity at KS3 to further develop pupil’s 
graphical skills.  It is clear that we have some very talented pupils and I look forward to seeing them progress further as they 
go through to KS4.

Recommended websites for KS3 and KS4
Everything DT and Engineering related:

www.technologystudent.com

10 ways to have a more sustainable Christmas:

www.soilassociation.org/organic-living/christma
s/10-ways-to-have-a-more-sustainable-christmas/



Covid 19 updates for the Christmas period
 
If during the Christmas period you have a confirmed case to report 
either for your son/daughter or via track and trace please use the 
contact details below to report this to the academy ERACA.en-
quiry@E-ACT.org.uk and absent@e-act.org.uk As per recent Gov-
ernment guidelines the period of isolation now if you are identi-
fied via track and trace has reduced from 14 days to 10 days. Have 
a safe and restful Christmas and New Year.
 



T elephone: 0 16 1 5 0 3  15 5 9
Lines are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm



This term has seen us all grappling with new ways of working and we want to extend our thanks to all of our Academy community 
for helping our students to continue to progress. From parents and carers becoming experts on TEAMS to pupils completing 
virtual learning - it has definitely been a team effort - so thank you.
 
Key Stage 3
 
In KS3 English students have been studying Victorian literature this term which has been hugely enjoyable. Students have worked 
hard to access these texts taken from our Literary cannon, from Oliver Twist in year 7, Sherlock Holmes in year 8 and Jane Eyre in 
year 9, all have risen to the challenge of this demanding work and we are hugely proud of the progress they are making.
 
Year 7 have taken part in a nationwide writing assessment this term which has involved them producing a piece of creative writing 
that has been assessed by teachers from schools across the country. This pilot project, where teachers mark students work 
through a comparative process, has been fascinating for our English team and we are continuing to research this area and the 
merits of this type of assessment.
 
In addition to this, students continue to improve their literacy skills through their Mastery Writing lessons. This study is integral 
to students' progress and we are delighted that students continue to work hard in this challenging area. This term we have also 
introduced our 'Writing Weeks' which has seen pupils taking part in extended writing tasks. We particularly enjoyed reading their 
arguments regarding the recent COVID measures that have been introduced this term. I am confident we have many budding 
politicians in our Academy.
 
This term we have also ran a competition for our KS3 classes who have worked on producing book reviews. The winner had the 
chance to win a Kindle. We will update you on the results of this competition in our next newsletter.
 
Key Stage 4
 
In KS3, Year 11 have been focusing on the Literature curriculum during their English lessons, they have been studying two plays: 
An Inspector Calls and Macbeth. During their form time and intervention sessions on a Tuesday and Thursday, they have been 
focusing on their English Language skills, this has involved lecture style sessions on the Language exam papers in the theatre. On 
the 24 November, the Year 11 students are sitting their first mock examinations. We know this can be a very stressful time for the 
students. Incredibly, they are showing such dedication and resilience, we are so incredible proud of them. Before the Christmas 
holidays, some key students will be involved in an English Breakout Room, this will be delivered virtually to the students by an 
outside company. The session will be focussing on key knowledge on their exam skills.
 
The Year 10s this term, have focussed on Language paper 1 skills for the first half term and they have now moved on to A 
Christmas Carol. At the beginning of November, the students complete their first mock examination on Language Paper 1. The 
students conducted themselves in an appropriate and professional manner adhering to exam conditions and producing some 
fantastic exam responses. Again, as an English department, we were blown away by the students’ dedication and commitment. In 
the run up to the Christmas holidays, Year 10 students also have a lot to look forward to. The whole year group will be watching 
a livestreamed performance of A Christmas Carol, as well as being involved in their own English Breakout Room virtual event. 
 
Reading at ERACA
 
Due to COVID restrictions we have unfortunately not been able to access our school library. After the Christmas break, we will 
begin to operate a mobile library which will be organised by our fantastic librarian - Mrs Pendlebury. We will also be launching our 
reading programme which will be encouraging students to read and share their love of reading with their peers. As part of this 
new initiative we will also be holding 'Book Clubs' within our English lessons so that all our students are encouraged to read 
widely. Remember, your child should be reading every evening as part of their English Home Study work.
 
It has been a truly challenging term, so the English team would like to extend our thanks for your continued support. As always 
we are here to support, assist and advise you with anything related to your child's learning so please do not hesitate to contact 
any member of our team.
 
Thank you and Merry Christmas!
The English Team

English



Year 7: Students have been studying hygiene and safety, correct storage of foods and the Eatwell Guide Plate. They have 
completed practicals at home, demonstrating excellend cutting skills and sauce making skills.

Year 8: Students have been studying correct storage of foods, reducing the risk of food poisoning and what Micro and Macronu-
trients are.

Year 9: Students have been learning about Special diets and the nutritional requirements of age groups.

Year 10: Students have recently been learning about macronutrients. A number of students were brave enough to take part in a 
‘Bushtucker trial’ tasting edible insects linked to their lesson on alternative proteins. Most recently they have made choux 
pastry, meat pies and portioned and de-boned a whole chicken.

Year 11: Students have been focussed in completing their mock. Year 11 have been working hard producing the research part of 
their NEA2 coursework.

Food



KS4 -We were happy to welcome back our Year 11 Geographers who 
are showing resilience in their learning and working hard catching up. 
They have all been given a revision guide and workbook to support 
home learning and the missed content. 

Year 10 have made a great start to the GCSE Geography course. They 
have been using their knowledge organisers at home in preparation for 
the weekly knowledge drills in class. This data is recorded alongside 
results of fortnightly tests and of course the recent mocks. 
Mr Hind is running the annual trip to Iceland next academic year and 
was overwhelmed by the uptake. This trip now has 40 students on and 
is full. 

KS3-  Year 7 have developed their map skills and can identify the 
continents and oceans plus describe the location of Oldham using 
compass points and boroughs (test them at home!) Year 8 have an 
understanding of the causes, effects and responses to earthquakes. 
Year 9 can confidently describe how we can adapt to climate change. 

Examples of students homework

We have supported Miss Barnes as a trainee Geography teacher this 
term who has made a big impact upon our students. We wish her well 
on her second placement

Geography

https://earth.nullschool.net/

An AMAZING website which shows live and past weather patterns 

https://timeforgeography.co.uk/

a wide range of Geography videos

https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/ 

satellite images and maps of global events

http://www.worldometers.info/

live demographic data. Watch the world’s population change in front of your eyes.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/

geographical articles, photos and more

https://www.atlasobscura.com/destinations

the interesting, the wonderful and the just plain weird as aspects of places around the world

https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm

maps and information about the world’s countries 

https://www.gapminder.org/

full of facts, videos and insight into the realities of development 



KS4 -We were very happy to welcome back our Year 11 Historians who are showing resilience in their learning and 
working hard catching up. We have been very pleased by their attitude; a large number have attended after 
school revision sessions and they have all risen to the challenge of their first mock exams. 
Year 10 have made a great start to the GCSE History course. They are very busy learning how crime and 
punishment change over time. Ask you child about trial by ordeal and the punishment of Guy Fawkes for an 
insight into what they have been learning

KS3- Year 7 have been investigating why William won the Battle of Hastings and  have displayed great knowledge 
on this (ask them to explain why this to you I am sure you be as impressed as we are with their knowledge) Year 8 
have been looking at the reign of the Tudors and Stuarts and investigating why Henry VIII led to 150 years of 
turmoil. Year 9 can confidently explain how Hitler rose to power. 

Examples of Year 7 Meanwhile elsewhere homework’s that have been used to extend pupils knowledge of the 
medieval world. 

GCSE History by Clever Lili- An AMAZING website designed by a past History GCSE student to support other 
students
https://members.gcsepod.com/login-    seris of short video clips matched up to the GCSE specification
Free Homework & Revision for A Level, GCSE, KS3 & KS2 (senecalearning.com)   - A brilliant resource with fun 
videos and questions to check understanding
History - BBC Bitesize- A comprehensive overview for all topics and key stages.

Recommended *History films to enjoy and extend knowledge: 
Year 9- Jo Jo Rabbit – an interesting look at life for children in Nazi Germany
Year 10 and 11
Remember the Titans- Civil Rights
Selma- Civil Rights
The Help – Civil Rights
Elizabeth- Elizabeth I
Mary Queen of Scots- Elizabeth I

History

Helen Beveridge
Head of History



Hegarty Maths               
All pupils have access to Hegarty Maths online. Regular completion of 
tasks will help to consolidate learning and reinforce understanding.

If your child has forgotten their password they just need to click on 
‘reset password’ and their teacher will reset it for them.
Pupils in Yr7 - Yr9 should have a task each week to complete for their 
homework.

Yr10 pupils are set 1 Hegarty homework each week and Yr11 have 6 
tasks to complete.

Achievements
All Hegarty successes are celebrated in school at weekly assemblies and 
on our noticeboards, like the great year 9 students in the slide.

The top user in each class every week receives a very stylish Hegarty 
certificate. Some of our students have enough certificates to wallpaper 
a room by now!  

There’s also a bit of a competition going on for the top ten users in Year 
10 and 11. Year 11 have been promised a reward if they can keep the 
year 10’s out of the top spot but so far the year 10’s have proved very 
difficult to knock off the leaderboard! 

We’ve also had our second Hegarty completer in the school. Two of our 
Year 10 pupils M.Patwary and J.Lawrence have both completed all 925 
skills on Hegarty and scored 100% in each skill. We are very proud of both 
of them. They received a lovely letter from our Headteacher and a 
certificate signed by Mr Hegarty himself! Less than 100 students in the 
UK have managed to do this in the 5 years that Hegarty has been running, 
so it really is an incredible achievement. 

Mathematics



Equipment

Please can you ensure that your child comes to lessons with all the necessary equipment? This includes their 
Maths book, black pen, green pen, ruler, protractor, pencil, rubber and scientific calculator (we recommend 
Casio Scientific calculators). 
It is important that pupils are familiar with their own equipment in exams so it does help them if they have 
their own to use in school. 

Tests 

KS3 Tests

All KS3 pupils will complete their end of half term test in the week beginning 14th December based on the 
topics they have been learning. It is important for all pupils to be revising for these tests from work provide 
by their teacher and completing the necessary Hegarty tasks. 

KS4 Tests

All KS4 pupils have completed mock exams in November. It is important for all pupils to revise regularly to 
consolidate their learning. Fortnightly assessments will happen for Yr11 in January and mock exams in 
February.

Whole School Numeracy

Students complete numeracy sessions every week in form time. Year 7 and 8 have been doing a mix of 
Numeracy Ninjas and Times Tables Rock Stars to help them with their fluency and build confidence in 
calculations. Year 9 and 10 have been working on problem solving questions and strategies that will aid them 
with their Maths GCSE in upcoming years. 

In the next term we are planning on focusing more on application of the skills that the students have worked 
on in the first term and can take part in some more national events such as Turing Challenge, NSPCC Number 
day, Mathsbombe and others. Depending on Covid-19, some of these events may be cancelled or need to be 
virtual so watch this space.  

The Passport sessions for this year also include some numeracy and financial elements and the Year 10’s had 
the first of the planned session this year with the lovely Zoe Griffiths from Thinkmaths.co.uk She and the 
students looked at how the media can manipulate data to skew information and a few of our year 10 
students won maths prizes in the raffle Zoe held during her session. Hopefully upcoming passport sessions 
will be just as enjoyable. 

Mathematics
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20 On Thursday 3rd December students took part in a Passport 
Day. Passport is an E-ACT initiative which provides students 
with opportunities and experiences that are in addition to 
the school curriculum. Year 7 and year 8 attended a virtual 
workshop provided by the organisation Stand Against 
Violence with a focus on anti-violence and anti-bullying. 
Year 9 took part in both a practical and virtual workshop. 
One was provided by the organisation TeenTech, where they 
constructed buildings using recyclable materials and the 
other by GM higher, where students were introduced to life 
in higher education. Year 10 took part in a virtual workshop 
provided by Brook with a focus on STIs and contraception 
and a virtual talk provided by Think Maths. Zoe Griffiths 
from Think Math created an interactive session where 
students took part in competitions and games based on 
probability. This was the first time we had organised a fully 
virtual Passport Day and so we would like to thank all staff 
and students for their participation. 



KS3 PE
HT 1
This term students began their learning journey within PE 
with a mixture of Health Related Fitness activities. 
Students participated in a number of outdoor circuit 
training sessions, they carried out the Bleep test and took 
part in a number of fitness challenges. Students’ physical 
fitness capabilities were assessed through an outdoor 
modified Cooper Run. As the half term progressed 
students took part in a variety of modified team activities. 
This provided an opportunity to baseline assess the 
fundamental skills of throwing, catching, co-ordination, 
special awareness and tactical understanding. 

HT2. 
With lessons still operating in a modified environment, 
students most recently have been developing their 
knowledge and understanding within Rugby and Football. 
The key focuses within football have been, passing, 
dribbling and shooting with tactics and strategies being 
introduced more frequently in Year 8 and 9. Rugby has 
focused on recapping and revisiting the fundamentals of 
passing and receiving with a real focus on running with the 
ball and onto the ball. Students in Year 8 and 9 have been 
learning about creating tactical overloads trying to 
outnumber the opposition.  A new focus for our students 
this academic year within PE is for students to develop 
their leadership capabilities. Students throughout the 
term have been provided with opportunities to lead 
others in such aspects as warm up’s aswell assisting each 
other within set tasks.  

Well done to the following pupils within PE this Half Term 
– your teachers have nominated you for your efforts!

Sport Studies
Year 10
Students within Year 10 have focused this term on their 
Sport and the Media assignment. Students have been 
learning about the impact that the media has on sport – 
both positive and negative.  Students have been 
completing their assignments which will contribute to 
their overall grade at the end of Year 11. Mr Robinson, Mr 
Ogden and Mr Kirkman have been really pleased with the 
work carried so far – keep it up Year 10!
Year 11
Students within Year 11 have been really busy recapping 
and revisiting work in a number of different units so far 
this term. Students have sat their Mock Exam in their 
Contemporary Issues in Sport Unit in preparation for their 
end of year exam. Students will begin their work on Sports 
Leadership next half term with some exciting session 
plans being planned and carried out.

Dance
Year 10
The Year 10 Dance group have been focussing on creating 
choreography this term. They have been working on a 
group piece based around Slavery and will be sharing this 
performance with KS3 once completed. They have also 
started their component 1 work which looks at different 
dance styles and the relationships between dancers. They 
have made a positive start, even with the isolations!!
Year 11
The Year 11 Dance group dived straight in this term with 
their component 2 work, the focus is around their 
performance and evaluation skills. The dancers have been 
recreating the ‘Jellicle Ball’ scene from the musical Cats. 
They have used video analysis to identify strengths and 
areas for development. They have all worked extremely 
hard this term and we have adapted well to the current 
restrictions. 

Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas!
Team PE

PE



Students have been working hard this term on a variety of topics including medical ethics and the existence of 
God.

Year 7 have been looking at Judaism which is the first of the monotheistic religions. They have been learning 
about the concept of prophets through the stories of Abraham and Moses. After Christmas they will continue to 
learn about Judaism with components on Rites and Festivals including Shabbat and Passover,  the purpose of a 
Synagogue and the food laws of Kosher.

Year 8 started the term looking at Humanism and how Humanists hold strong moral beliefs without the need for 
a God. This has led us onto thinking about God and evidence for his existence. Students have considered the role 
God played as part of creationism compared to scientific views on how the world and humans came into existence. 
In January student will continue to look at the role God plays and who is ultimately responsible for taking care of 
our planet.

Year 9 have become philosophers this term as they continue to look at morals and ethics. The focus has been on 
life and death as we considered the concepts of pro choice and pro life through learning about religious and 
non-religious views on abortion, euthanasia and capital punishment. Students have developed their thinking and 
debating skills through these controversial and complex topics as they looked at the religious concept of sanctity 
of life and the morals of taking life away. Next term the topic shifts to suffering and how theists can have faith in 
God when he allows suffering to exist. Students will look at The Holocaust to gain a deeper understanding of 
religious suffering.  

Useful reading and films to support future learning:

Year 7
The Diary of a Young Girl – Anne Frank 
BBC Bitesize KS3 Judaism

Year 8
Exodus by Julie Bertagna
Bruce Almighty (12)
Extinction: The Facts – BBC iPlayer
Climate Change: The Facts – BBC iPlayer 

Year 9
Harry Potter Series – J.K. Rowling
The Graveyard Book – Neil Gaiman
The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkein
Divergent – Veronica Roth
Exodus (12A)
The Boy in the Striped Pyjama’s (12)

RE



Science Mock Exams
We have been really pleased 
with the attitude of our Year 10 
and Year 11 pupils towards 
their learning since returning 
back to us in September. 
The following Year 10 pupils 
have excelled in their recent 
exams. Keep up the good work!
Combined Science
A Grimes-McKenna
A Tryka
A Booth
R Jones
L Ali
T Lawton
J Connor
S Byrne 
L Payton
K Noor
T Science
M Patwary
H Scoltock
A Hussain
A Charlesworth
AWahab Tahir

A Togaraseyi
K Dunajeva
R Hebdon
A Amir
E Helms
K Sellars
M Hart
T Islam
R Rocha
D Rocha
E Evans
C Gilbert
D Buckley
T Wright
M Usman 
R Jones
L Amir 
A Millward 

A Khan 
D Okafor 
R  Ahmed
B Clarke
A Kabanga
A Dunajeva
A  Booth
A Rahl
A Yousaf
T Lawton
L Wall
B Midgley
L Depetrillo
A Begum
M Patwary
K Watson
R Hussain
K Preston
N Beqaj

M Usman
S Henegan
E Yaw
E Mead
J Giddons
K Carter
K Preston
T Calland Okora
E Knox
H Begum
N Yousaf
A Batista
L Booth
O Phillips
S Begum
K Watson
M Gavrina
C Stott 
L Dowd

Year 9
Pupils in Year 9 have been 
working on part 2 of  ‘Big Idea 6 
– Waves’ and ‘Big Idea 7 – 
Genes’. We have been 
particularly impressed with the 
following pupils:
H gess
A  Schofield
Ch Stott
J Babu
L Booth
H Saxon
K Shears
T Watkinson
J Lord
R Bartholomew

Year 7
Pupils in Year 7 have been working on part 1 ‘Big Idea 1 – 
Organisms’ and ‘Big Idea 2 – Matter’. We have been particularly 
impressed with the following pupils:

Carter Gilbert
Joshua Kindom
Callum Rands
Patrick Shaw
Jessica Fabijanska
Mohammed Rahman
Jack Kenway

SENECA LEARNING
We have introduced our pupils to an online learning platform called ‘SENECA’. Pupils join their class using 
their class code from their teacher and then complete the assignments that they have been set. We have 
been absolutely amazed by the work being carried out by pupils at home using SENECA. The following 
pupils have all been highlighted by their teachers for their fantastic work

Year 8
Pupils in Year 8 have been 
working on part 1 ‘Big Idea 6 – 
Waves’ and ‘Big Idea 7 – Genes’. 
We have been particularly 
impressed with the following 
pupils:
M Ali
F Flint
N Heeney
S Khatum
A Hague
H Verity

Science

Big well done, from all of the Science Department – we are really proud of you!

Year 7
Pupils in Year 7 have been working on part 1 ‘Big Idea 1 – 
Organisms’ and ‘Big Idea 2 – Matter’. We have been particularly 
impressed with the following pupils:

C Gilbert
J Kindom
C Rands
P Shaw
J Fabijanska
M Rahman
J Kenway

Science



Sociology

Year 10 did incredibly well on their first Sociology mock which focussed on the key concepts of the subject such as culture, 
norms and values. 

The students have been enjoying learning about how families have changed over the past 60 years and the reasons why these 
changes have occurred. For example, they have learnt the  most common type of family in the 1950’s was the nuclear family, 
but there are now many more types, such as the beanpole family, reconstituted family, the sandwich generation, same sex 
families and the blended family.  Ask your son/daughter to explain what these terms are to you and the reasons why these 
families now exist.  This will be really useful for their revision!

Try this quick quiz with your child!

1.  Circle two of the reasons that the number of people getting married has decreased.  
a) More people are choosing to cohabit.   
b) People becoming more religious. 
c) The decline in religious beliefs.  

2. What is the average age of divorce? 
a) 38 for men and 35 for women 
b) 45 for men and 42 for women 
C) 52 for men and 54 for women 

3. Same sex couples has increased because of 
a)  Less stigma  
b) Changes to the law 
c) Both of the above 

Child Development and Care

We would like to say a huge well done to the year 11 students for completing the examination component of their course this 
October.  The results were absolutely exceptional with   achieving either an A*-A grade and   achieving a B-D grade. This is due 
to the outstanding focus and maturity that all students have displayed.   The hard work really does pay off.  Congratulations to 
all!

Psychology
Year 10 are currently studying a topic called ‘Social Influence’.  This is a very interesting topic which changes the way that you 
view society.  Through learning about very famous pieces of research such as The Stanford Prison Experiment, students have 
been able to see how human behaviour has the potential to change and become anti-social when we are in large groups and 
feel anonymous due to wearing similar clothing.  This helps us to understand the causes of riots, gang behaviour and even 
football hooliganism.  Through understanding the causes of such events, students will consider how they can be prevented in 
the future.  

What to Watch
The Milgram study in to obedience on Youtube is a great introduction in to how human beings can display blind obedience to 
an authority figure.  This is a key study that students need to know about for their course and so it would be a really interest-
ing and useful discussion topic to have with your child!

Revision Strategies
Revision is key to remembering the knowledge needed for the Psychology and Sociology exams in year 11.  

You can support your child with this by:

• asking your child to see their quiz book.  Praise them for the quizzes that they have completed.  It really doesn’t 
matter if they haven’t got full marks, they will get better at remembering the information as they progress through the year!
• encouraging your child to complete different quizzes throughout the week.  The students have been shown how to 
mark them.

Another good idea is for your child to make flashcards and you can get involved in this too.  A flashcard will contain a key 
question on the front and the correct answer on the back.  

You can quiz your child by asking them the key question and giving them time to think of the answer.  Any that they don’t 
know can be followed up with reading their notes to find the answer.  All you need is some paper or card, cut in to relatively 
small squares.  This would even make a great stocking filler for Christmas!

Social Sciences

Answers 
1. A and C
2. B
3. C

After Christmas we will be learning how the role of children has changed in 
the family. To get them thinking, you could discuss what childhood was like
 when you were young and identify how it is difference in 2019. 





A massive well done to the year 10 Spanish class who have completed their Listening, Reading and Writing Mocks, as well as 
assessments for their end of topic work. They have performed really well, despite only just starting the GCSE course. Year 11 
have also completed a full set of Mocks in preparation for the summer, so well done to them! 

In Key Stage 3, M Sykes in year 7 has produced a really good piece of work describing what she and others have in their school 
bag, P Taylor in year 8 has scored really highly in her speaking test describing her house and L Silcock in year 9 has also scored 
really highly in her speaking test describing what she eats for different meals in different tenses. Well done to all! V Sayer.

M Sykes displaying her fantastic piece of work.

Year 7 working really hard in lesson!

In Spanish at Key Stage 3, students have been completing a variety of pieces of marked work in writing and speaking. In Year 7, 
W Chowdhury and T Da Rocha produced fantastic pieces of writing which described the different items that they have in their 
school bags. In Year 8, students have also completed marked pieces of writing. B Dawson and B Harper produced excellent work 
describing their houses using multiple tenses and a range of vocabulary. Year 9 students have all recently completed speaking 
assessments. F Akther-Chowdhury and L Booth both received very high scores after correctly using all of the tenses which we 
have studied this year, to describe what they eat for different meals. Wonderful work everyone! S Combs.

Spanish



Royton and Crompton are delighted to welcome to our new deputy SENCO Emma Brough who started with us in 
October.
 
Emma Brough – Deputy SENCO

Dear Parents,

I would like to introduce myself. I feel privileged to work for Royton and Crompton and E-ACT; I admire E-ACT’s ethos 
and values: ‘Team Spirit’, ‘Do the Right Thing’ and ‘Think Big’. Their ethos inspired me to apply for this role.

A little bit about me in terms of education and experience: I have worked with children and young adults with 
learning disabilities for over ten years. I graduated with a BA (Hons) English degree and initially worked as a Teaching 
Assistant, supporting children in primary schools with Moderate Learning Disabilities (MLD). Throughout this time, I 
learnt British Sign Language and went on to work with deaf students with MLD and Severe Learning Disabilities (SLD) 
for three years. I then enrolled on a PGCE 14+, working as a trainee teacher in a special high school. I applied for a 
Lecturer position at Tameside College in their department for children and young adults with Severe, Profound and 
Multiple Learning Disabilities (SPMLD). I taught here for three years. I began a Masters at the University of 
Birmingham in SPMLD in 2017 and have recently graduated with Distinction. I currently aspire to becoming a SENCo 
and look forward to beginning my SENCo qualification in 2021.

I began my current post in October 2020; I am looking forward to getting to grips with the role and helping to provide 
a safe and effective learning environment for students with SEND at Royton and Crompton.
 
We have recently started LIVE parents questions and answer with the SENCO Stacey McDermott. Thank you for those 
attended the first session live and for those parents unable to attend a recording has been uploaded onto the 
‘supporting students with SEND’ section of our webpage. The dates for the next LIVE events are below;
 
Thursday 11th March 2021 5-6pm
Thursday 20th May 2021 5-6pm
 
All exam arrangements for KS4 students will be confirmed by March 2021 and parents of students receiving 
arrangements will be informed by letter.
 
Please keep checking our website for parental information and flyers shared from the local offer.
 
As always please feel free to contact me with any queries at Stacey.Mcdermott@E-ACT.org.uk or Mrs Brough at 
Emma.Brough@E-ACT.org.uk
 

Have a merry Christmas and a happy new year.

SEND


