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English Mastery Reading for Pleasure booklist 

The following books have been used as Reading for Pleasure books in English Mastery 

schools during Key Stage 3.  

 

 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis (1950) 

ISBN: 9780007323128 / 9780007115617 

Four adventurous siblings step through a wardrobe door and into the land of 
Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of the 
White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, 
Aslan, signals a great change ... and a great sacrifice. The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe is the second book in C.S. Lewis's classic fantasy series, which 
has been drawing readers of all ages into a magical land with unforgettable 
characters for over sixty years. 

 

Holes, Louis Sachar (1998) 

ISBN: 9781408865231 

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a miscarriage of 
justice sends him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre (which isn't 
green and doesn't have a lake) he is not surprised. Every day he and the other 
inmates are told to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, reporting 
anything they find. The evil warden claims that it is character building, but 
this is a lie and Stanley must dig up the truth. 

 

Northern Lights, Phillip Pullman (1995) 

ISBN: 9781407130224 

"Without this child, we shall all die." Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon 
live half-wild and carefree among scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The 
destiny that awaits her will take her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where 
witch-clans reign and ice-bears fight. Her extraordinary journey will have 
immeasurable consequences far beyond her own world. 

 

Charlotte’s Web, E.B. White (1952) 

ISBN: 9780141354828 

This is the story of a little girl named Fern who loved a little pig named 
Wilbur and of Wilbur's dear friend, Charlotte A. Cavatica, a beautiful large 
grey spider. With the unlikely help of Templeton the rat, and a wonderfully 
clever plan of her own, Charlotte saves the life of Wilbur, who by this time has 
grown up to be quite a pig. 

 

A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad Beginning, Lemony Snicket (1999) 

ISBN: 9781405266062 

If you insist on discovering the unpleasant adventures of the Baudelaire 
orphans, then proceed with caution. Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are 
intelligent children. They are charming, and resourceful, and have pleasant 
facial features. Unfortunately, they are exceptionally unlucky. In The Bad 
Beginning, the siblings encounter a greedy and repulsive villain, itchy 
clothing, a disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune and cold porridge for 
breakfast. In the tradition of great storytellers, from Dickens to Dahl, comes 
an exquisitely dark comedy that is both literary and irreverent, hilarious and 
deftly crafted. 
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A Monster Calls, Patrick Ness (2011) 

ISBN: 9781406339345 (illustrated) / 9781406361803 (text only) 

Conor has the same dream every night, ever since his mother first fell ill, ever 
since she started the treatments that don't quite seem to be working. But 
tonight is different. Tonight, when he wakes, there's a visitor at his window. 
It's ancient, elemental, a force of nature. And it wants the most dangerous 
thing of all from Conor. It wants the truth. Patrick Ness takes the final idea of 
the late, award-winning writer Siobhan Dowd and weaves an extraordinary 
and heartbreaking tale of mischief, healing and above all, the courage it takes 
to survive. 

 

Mortal Engines, Phillip Reeve (2001) 

ISBN: 9781407152134 

Mortal Engines launched Philip Reeve's brilliantly-imagined creation, the 
world of the Traction Era, where mobile cities fight for survival in a post-
apocalyptic future.The first instalment introduces young apprentice Tom 
Natsworthy and the murderous Hester Shaw, flung from the fast-moving city 
of London into heart-stopping adventures in the wastelands of the Great 
Hunting Ground. 

 

Witch Child, Celia Rees (2000) 

ISBN: 9781408800263 

When Mary sees her grandmother accused of witchcraft and hanged for the 
crime, she is silently hurried to safety by an unknown woman. The woman 
gives her tools to keep the record of her days - paper and ink. Mary is taken to 
a boat in Plymouth and from there sails to the New World where she hopes to 
make a new life among the pilgrims. But old superstitions die hard and soon 
Mary finds that she, like her grandmother, is the victim of ignorance and 
stupidity, and once more she faces important choices to ensure her survival. 

 

Noughts & Crosses, Malorie Blackman (2001) 

ISBN: 9780552555708 

Sephy is a Cross - a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a 
nought - a 'colourless' member of the underclass who were once slaves to the 
Crosses. The two have been friends since early childhood. But that's as far as 
it can go. Until the first steps are taken towards more social equality and a 
limited number of Noughts are allowed into Cross schools...Against a 
background of prejudice and distrust, intensely highlighted by violent 
terrorist activity by Noughts, a romance builds between Sephy and Callum - a 
romance that is to lead both of them into terrible danger. 

 

How I Live Now, Meg Rosoff (2004) 

ISBN: 9780141318011 

Daisy is sent from New York to England to spend a summer with cousins she 
has never met. They are Isaac, Edmond, Osbert and Piper. And two dogs and 
a goat. She's never met anyone quite like them before - and, as a dreamy 
English summer progresses, Daisy finds herself caught in a timeless bubble. It 
seems like the perfect summer. But their lives are about to explode. Falling in 
love is just the start of it. War breaks out - a war none of them understands, or 
really cares about, until it lands on their doorstep. The perfect summer is 
blown apart. Daisy's life is changed forever - and the world is too. 
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Chinese Cinderella, Adeline Yen Mah (1999) 

ISBN: 9780141359410 

Jung-ling's family considers her bad luck because her mother died giving 
birth to her. They discriminate against her and make her feel unwanted yet 
she yearns and continuously strives for her parents' love. Her stepmother is 
vindictive and cruel and her father dismissive. Jung-ling grows up to be an 
academic child, with a natural ability for writing. Only her aunt and 
grandfather offer her any love and kindness. Jung-ling blossoms in spite of 
everything and the story ends as her father agrees to let her study in England. 

 

Looking for JJ, Anne Cassidy (2004) 

ISBN: 9781407138091 

A gripping and emotionally searing novel from a talented author, Looking for 
JJ explores the circumstances and motives behind the murder of a child - by 
her friend. 

Six years later, JJ has now been released, and has a new identity. 

But is there any way that she can lead a "normal" life? 

 

The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkein (1937) 

ISBN: 9780261103344 

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely 
travelling further than the pantry of his hobbit-hole in Bag End. But his 
contentment is disturbed when the wizard, Gandalf, and a company of 
thirteen dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an 
unexpected journey ‘there and back again’. They have a plot to raid the 
treasure hoard of Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon. 

 

Tall Story, Candy Gourlay (2010) 

ISBN: 9781848531376 

Andi is short. And she has lots of wishes. She wishes she could play on the 
school basketball team, she wishes for her own bedroom, but most of all she 
wishes that her long lost half brother, Bernardo, could come and live in 
London, where he belongs. Then Andi's biggest wish comes true and she's 
minutes away from becoming someone's little sister. As she waits anxiously 
for Bernardo to arrive from the Philippines, she hopes he'll turn out to be tall 
and just as mad as she is about basketball. When he finally arrives, he's tall all 
right. But he's not just tall ... he's a GIANT.  

 

Unique, Alison Allen-Gray (2004) 

ISBN: 9780192755766 

Dominic has always been a disappointment to his ambitious father, but he has 
never understood why. Then he discovers that he had an older brother who 
died before he was born. Where his brother was a brilliant academic and 
scientist, Dominic prefers to 'waste' his time painting. His father cannot 
forgive him for it. Dominic decides to try to find out about his brother, but he 
discovers more than he bargained for. Their father had Dominic's dead 
brother cloned, and Dominic is the result. How can he live with this mind-
blowing discovery? If the truth is ever made public, it could put people's lives 
in danger - including his own. 

 

The Fault in Our Stars, John Green, (2012) 

ISBN: 9780141345659 

Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, 
Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon 
diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly 
appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about to be completely 
rewritten. 
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The Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins (2008) 

ISBN: 9781407109084 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence when she is 
forced to represent her district in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the 
death on live TV. But Katniss has been close to death before-and survival, for 
her, is second nature. The Hunger Games is a searing novel set in a future 
with unsettling parallels to our present. Welcome to the deadliest reality TV 
show ever. 

 

Boy: Tales of Childhood, Roald Dahl (1984) 

ISBN: 9780141365534 

Boy, Roald Dahl's bestselling autobiography, is full of hilarious anecdotes 
about his childhood and school days. As a boy, all sorts of unusual things 
happened to Roald Dahl. There was the time he and four school friends got 
their revenge on beastly Mrs Prachett in her sweet shop. There are stories of 
holidays in fishing boats, African adventures and the days of tasting chocolate 
for Cadbury's. You'll hear tales of horrible school bullies and the motor-car 
accident when Roald's nose was nearly sliced clean off. Roald Dahl vividly 
shares his memories; some are funny. Some are painful. Some are unpleasant. 
All are true. 

 

Groosham Grange, Anthony Horrowitz (1988) 

ISBN: 9781844285730 

David quickly discovers that his new school, Groosham Grange, is a very 
weird place indeed. 

New pupils sign their names in blood; the French teacher disappears every 
full moon and the assistant headmaster keeps something very chilling in his 
room...And that's just the first year. In his second year, David is on a course to 
win the Unholy Grail - but something is trying to stop him from winning. 

 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, J.K. Rowling (1997) 

ISBN: 9781408855652 

Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters start 
dropping on the doormat at number four, Privet Drive. Addressed in green 
ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, they are swiftly confiscated by 
his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on Harry's eleventh birthday, a great beetle-
eyed giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with some astonishing 
news: Harry Potter is a wizard, and he has a place at Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry. An incredible adventure is about to begin! 

 

Wonder, R. J. Palacio (2012) 

ISBN: 9780552565974 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating 
ice cream, playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids 
don't make other ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary 
kids aren't stared at wherever they go. Born with a terrible facial abnormality, 
Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents his whole life. Now, for the 
first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he wants is 
to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's just like 
them, underneath it all? 
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The Wolves of Willoughby Chase, Joan Aiken (1962) 

ISBN: 9780099572879 

Long ago, at a time in history that never happened, England was overrun with 
wolves. But as Bonnie and her cousin Sylvia discover, real danger often lies 
closer to home. Their new governess, Miss Slighcarp, doesn't seem at all nice. 
She shuts Bonnie in a cupboard, fires the faithful servants and sends the 
cousins far away from Willoughby Chase to a place they will never be found. 
Can Bonnie and Sylvia outwit the wicked Miss Slighcarp and her network of 
criminals, forgers and snitches? 

 

Carrie’s War, Nina Bawden (1973) 

ISBN: 9780141354903 

'It is the Second World War and Carrie and Nick are evacuated from London 
to a small town in Wales, where they are placed with strict Mr Evans and his 
timid mouse of a sister.Their friend Albert is luckier, living in Druid's Bottom 
with Hepzibah Green who tells wonderful stories, and the strange Mister 
Johnny, who speaks a language all of his own. Carrie and Nick are happy to 
visit Albert there, until one day when Carrie does a terrible thing - the worst 
thing she ever did in her life. 

 

The Breadwinner, Deborah Ellis (2000) 

ISBN: 9780192734020 

Afghanistan: Parvana's father is arrested and taken away by Taliban soldiers. 
Under Taliban law, women and girls are not allowed to leave the house on 
their own. Parvana, her mother, and sisters are prisoners in their own home. 
With no man to go out to buy food, they face starvation. So Parvana must 
pretend to be a boy to save her family. It is a dangerous plan, but their only 
chance. In fear, she goes out - and witnesses the horror of landmines, the 
brutality of the Taliban, and the desperation of a country trying to survive. 
But even in despair lies hope. 

 

Number the Stars, Lois Lowry (1989) 

ISBN: 9780007395200 

In Nazi-occupied Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen is called upon 
for a selfless act of bravery to help save her best friend from a terrible fate. It 
is 1943 and life in Copenhagen is becoming complicated for Annemarie. There 
are food shortages and curfews, and soldiers on every corner. But it is even 
worse for her Jewish best friend, Ellen, as the Nazis continue their brutal 
campaign. With Ellen's life in danger, Annemarie must summon all her 
courage to help stage a daring escape. 

 

Island of the Blue Dolphins, Scott O’Dell (1960) 

ISBN: 9780141368627 

Twelve-year-old Karana escapes death at the hands of treacherous hunters, 
only to find herself totally alone on a harsh desolate island. 

How she survives in the face of all sorts of dangers makes gripping and 
inspiring reading. 
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The Lie Tree, Frances Hardinge (2015) 

ISBN: 9781447264101 

Faith's father has been found dead under mysterious circumstances, and as 
she is searching through his belongings for clues she discovers a strange tree. 
The tree only grows healthy and bears fruit if you whisper a lie to it. The fruit 
of the tree, when eaten, will deliver a hidden truth to the person who 
consumes it. The bigger the lie, the more people who believe it, the bigger the 
truth that is uncovered. The girl realizes that she is good at lying and that the 
tree might hold the key to her father's murder, so she begins to spread 
untruths far and wide across her small island community. But as her tales 
spiral out of control, she discovers that where lies seduce, truths shatter. 

 

Further inspiration 

BookTrust has a wide range of excellent booklists by theme, age, and genre. 

 

There are many Children’s Book Awards which can also provide additional ideas: 

• The CILIP Carnegie Medal is awarded annually to the writer of an outstanding book 

written in English for children and young people. Winners of the award are always 

highly recommended, as are shortlisted books.  

• The Newbery Medal is an American equivalent to the Carnegie Medal. Again, winners 

of the medal tend to be reliably good.  

• The Costa Book Awards also have a Children’s Book of the Year selection. Winners of 

the Children’s category are usually good choices.  

• The Guardian children’s fiction prize 

• The Branford Boase Award is awarded annually for an outstanding first novel to a first-

time writer of a book for young people. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/booklists/
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/carnegie/full_list_of_winners.php
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/carnegie-current-shortlist.php
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberymedal
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberywinners/medalwinners
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberywinners/medalwinners
https://www.costa.co.uk/costa-book-awards/welcome/
https://www.costa.co.uk/media/461532/past-shortlists-complete-list.pdf
https://www.costa.co.uk/media/461532/past-shortlists-complete-list.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/books/guardianchildrensfictionprize
http://www.branfordboaseaward.org.uk/BBA_Current/bbahome.html

