
OPENING
MINDS
DOORS
OPENING

OPENING
MINDS
DOORS
OPENING

OPENING
MINDS
DOORS
OPENING

OPENING
MINDS
DOORS
OPENING

OPENING
MINDS
DOORS
OPENING

Honesty        Excellence        Aspiration

OPENING
MINDS
DOORS
OPENING

Honesty        Excellence        Aspiration

OPENING
MINDS
DOORS
OPENING

Opening minds, opening doors.

Honesty        Excellence        Aspiration

NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY TERM 2019 - 2020



Dear Parents/Carers,
 
Welcome to our February half termly newsletter 2020.
 
Within such a short half term we have so much to share and celebrate. 
There have been a high number of wonderful curriculum and 
extra-curricular enrichment activities to support and develop the 
Cultural Capital of all our learners. This supports our Academy and 
E-ACT values of ‘Opening Doors & Opening Minds’ for all of our pupils 
and providing wider opportunities to further enrich our knowledge led 
curriculum.
 
I would like to thank all stakeholders, my wonderful staff for all their 
hard work and commitment, parents and carers for your continued 
support and investment which can be seen by the fabulous attendance 
to Parents Evenings, Options Evenings, held this half term. Also to our 
pupils who I know are proud of their school and local community. There 
has also been so much to celebrate.
 
I would like to wish everyone a safe and restful half term.
 
Best wishes
Mrs A Atkinson
Headteacher



YEAR 7 NEWS

On Tuesday 17th December Year 7 
reward winners were invited to Salford 

Here are some of the photographs of us 
enjoying the ice.

Form reps
Year 7 had a very busy start to the new year. We nominated new 

rewards. 
7A – Alfie P and Beth Y
7B- Charlie A and Aiden M
7C –Cam’ron A and Evie A
7D – Rhys B and Mustapha D
7E – Freddie F and Sidrah Y
7F – Sydney C and Umar S
7G – Paige T and Harrison B

Reading books 
 
Before pupils start to read, they make inferences and find out 
about the author. During pupil voice, Year 7s have nominated the 
period 6 sessions one of their favourites.

Bronze winners
In January, as a year group, we have gained more than 40,000 

gained more than 350 points and have been awarded their bronze 
badge:
Summer A, Daniel C, Hollie H, Demie-Leigh C, Ruby B, Fiona C, 
Emmie L, Tai O, Summer H, Grace F, Summer D, Chloe C, Brooke L.



YEAR 8 NEWS

A continued reminder from Mr Ashton and Miss Shearman 
of how proud we are of the positive changes Year 8 have 
made so far this year. Compared to Year 7 we are much 
more focused, mature and are putting much more attention 
towards learning. As a Year group, we are receiving a much 
lower number of C3s compared to this time last year and 
our punctuality and attendance have remained high. 

Our attendance is currently the 2nd best within the school, 
at 92.6%. We need to continue to work hard to improve our 
attendance as it is currently lower than it was at this point 
during our time in Year 7. Pupils with an attendance 
percentage between 85% and 95% have been given 
attendance monitoring reports so we can encourage those 
positive conversations around attendance improvements in 
form and at home. Keep working hard and attend school 
every day! 

H Hynes

Harrison not only received star of the week in last week’s 
assembly, but also represented School at the Oldham 
School’s Swimming Gala on Wednesday 22nd January. He 
competed in two races and secured a second place in the 
freestyle and a 1st place, gold medal, in the butterfly! Well 
done Harrison! 

Holocaust Memorial Day

Year 8 pupils were lucky enough to be invited to an audience 
with the son of a Holocaust survivor. The pupils behaved 
exceptionally and were later talking about the emotional 
and thought-provoking experience on the yard during lunch. 

Year 8 Parents Evening

Advanced notice that Year 8 Parents Evening is taking place 
on Thursday 2nd April 2020 – we hope to see as many 
parents there as possible. 

Star of the week / hot chocolate nominations

H Hynes – for representing school at the Oldham School’s 
Swimming Gala and winning a gold medal in the butterfly. 

J McDaid – for achieving 100% in his end of term maths test. 

L Goulding – for completing the most Hegarty tasks in the 
entire school. 



YEAR 9 NEWSYEAR 9 NEWS

This half term, Year 9 pupils have been working towards 

together assemblies during P6 for the pupils to gain a real 

has set them in good stead for the choosing of these 

of detail for them to do this, they will be able to choose 
wisely for their final two years at Royton and Crompton. 

Mental health first aid ambassadors

10 Year 9 pupils have been chosen to become mental 
health first aid ambassadors for Royton and Crompton 
Academy. They will be trained by professionals on a 3 day 
course which will allow them to assess, help and give 
guidance to fellow pupils if they fee as though they are 
struggling with their mental health. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for the pupils involved to become a key players 
in the wider school community and help get others talking 
about their mental health. 

Options evening

This half term, Year 9 pupils have been working towards 
choosing their options for their GCSE years. We have put 
together assemblies during P6 for the pupils to gain a real 
understanding of which options they could choose which 
has set them in good stead for the choosing of these options 
in the coming weeks. Together with their parents, they will 
choose the options that they would prefer to do for their 
GCSE’s and with facilities providing a great amount of detail 
for them to do this, they will be able to choose wisely for 
their final two years at Royton and Crompton. 

Mental health first aid ambassadors

Ten Year 9 pupils have been chosen to become Mental 
Health First Aid Ambassadors for Royton and Crompton 
E-ACT Academy. They will be trained by professionals on a 3 
day course which will allow them to assess, help and give 
guidance to fellow pupils if they fee as though they are 
struggling with their mental health. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for the pupils involved to become a key players 
in the wider school community and help get others talking 
about their mental health. 



YEAR 10 NEWS

Year 10 have made a fantastic start to the 
New Year with a significant improvement 
in both attendance and attitude to 
learning. In the first week, the pupils 
spent time thinking about how they can 
better themselves this year at school and 
these changes are showing at present. 

Careers
Pupils have started to complete careers 
meetings with Mr Andy Lord. We have 
taken the opportunity to start this process 
early, to give your child as much time as 
possible to discuss and plan their future 
path. During the interview, Andy will 
discuss with the pupils any ideas they 
currently have in terms of their future 
career, give advice on the qualifications 
needed and also guide them to the 
correct form of further education.
As well as careers interviews this term, 
Year 10 will be involved in a range of 
careers events to broaden their 
knowledge of what is needed to access 
the world of work. We will be focusing on: 
how to create a CV, how to apply for a job 
role and which colleges will suit the 
pupils’ needs to allow them to pursue 
their chosen career.

Natalie Williams – 5 ways to wellbeing
On Friday 17th January, we invited Natalie 
Williams into school to speak to the Year 
10s. Natalie is a well-established senior 
leader who now travels across the 
country to speak to various age groups 
about their mental health and wellbeing. 
The outline of this session was to give the 
Year 10s an insight into how important 
wellbeing is as well as how to manage it. 
Throughout the sessions, the pupils really 
did the school proud, ensuring that they 
upheld the highest standards, respected 
Natalie and were fully engaged with the 
tasks given to them.

Good News
The Oldham School 
Swimming Championships 
were held at Oldham Sports 
Centre this month. The event 
is targeted towards club 
swimmers, who compete out 
of school.  The year 
representatives who fall into 
this category had some 
outstanding success!

L Wood
Silver Medal, Butterfly

L Baker
 Bronze Medal, Butterfly

A Day 
 Gold Medal, Free Style

A huge well done to all 
involved!

Also in January was 
Holocaust Memorial Day. 
Although this is a very sad 
day we managed to create 
some good news and 
positivity in Year Ten as N 
Mutopo and E Knox helped 
Mrs Jacob to present the 
Holocaust Memorial 
Assemblies to every year 
group. It takes a lot of 
confidence to stand up and 
speak in front of your peers, 
so for these two girls to do 
this to 240 pupils 4 days 
running is an amazing 
achievement. Well Done 
girls!

Upcoming dates/events:

14th February 2020
Half term (1 week)

12th March 2020 
Year 10 Parents Evening

Dale Harris – Dream Big Sports
On Tuesday 4th February, Dale visited 
the academy to present his life journey 
to the year 10 peoples. Dale is 25. He 
was diagnosed with autism from a 
young age, dropped out of university 
at the first attempt, but managed to go 
on to form his own business, ‘Dream 
Big Sports’. The intention was to show 
our pupils that however difficult they 
find some barriers in life, if they stay 
resilient and overcome them, they will 
always move forward. It was an 
opportunity to open the pupils’ eyes 
up to the different paths they can 
follow after finishing at school, but 
with the message that they need as 
much behind them as possible to allow 
them to open many doors. The pupils 
had the opportunity at the end of the 
assembly to ask Dale questions about 
his journey.

Following the main assembly a group 
of 20 pupils were invited to spend 
some extra time to interact with Dale. 
He was able to go into further detail 
about his journey and quiz the pupils 
on what their life plan was.

As Head of Year my observations of the 
pupils’ behaviour was that they were 
outstanding and this was backed up by 
the following email received by Dale.

‘’Hi All, It was a pleasure to come into 
school this morning. The students 
were impeccably behaved and a credit 
to the school.  Dale’’



YEAR 11 NEWS

Welcome back
It currently feels like we are in the 7th 
week of January, especially with the 
packed schedule the Year 11s have 
faced. Thinking back to our first official 
assembly of 2020, we spoke about 
what New Year’s Resolutions we would 
all be making. And for most, your first 
one will be to pass your GCSE exams. If 
you continue to work hard and put the 
effort in, that resolution will come 
true. Remember, self-belief and effort 
go a long way!

Round 2 of Mock Exams

The Year 11s have faced their 2nd 
round of mocks this month. They have 
worked tirelessly for 2 full weeks and 
we hope they get the results they truly 
deserve. We will be conducting 
another ‘Mock Results Day’….. This is 
to mirror what it will feel like when 
they receive their final results in 
August. 

Year 11 Parents Evening

Year 11 Parents Evening was a huge 
success this year with almost 85% of 
pupils and parents being seen. It was a 
very informative and positive evening 
that has strengthened the support 
network for our Year 11 students.

Oldham College interviews

The second round of interviews for 
Oldham College took place this month. 
All students that were interviewed 
successful secured a conditional offer 
to the College. The students were also 
invited to attend a ‘Keep in Touch’ 
session at the College. This is to help 
ease the transition from school to 
college.

Charlie Fogarty- International Motivational Speaker
On Wednesday 29th January, we invited Charlie Fogarty into school to 
speak to the Year 11s. Charlie is a well-established young speaker who 
travels across the country to speak to various age groups. The outline of 
his session was to give the Year 11s an insight into how Charlie’s life 
changed dramatically before sitting his GCSEs. Charlie spoke to the Year 
11s about what can be achieved if you believe in yourself. With the key 
message that ‘Anything is possible’. The students were respectful and 
attentive throughout and this was noticed from Charlie. 

Upcoming dates/events:
10th Feb - Oldham Sixth Form College will be coming in the week 
commencing 10th February to conduct interviews, students involved 
will be given their interview time for this. Good luck to all those involved.
12/13th Feb- Next round of Maths and English assessments will take 
place. 

In March:
Three ex-students will be coming in from Oldham Sixth Form College to 
work with 30 of our High Achieving students. This is a programme that 
OSFC run for individuals that may want to pursue careers in Medicine, 
Law, and Accountancy etc. 



Introduction
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My name is Mrs Murray and I am the new Deputy headteacher for 
E-Act Royton and Compton Academy and I am absolutely delighted to 
have been given the opportunity to work with your young people in 
our academy. I truly have a passion  in developing students to be 
respectful and confident citizens who are adequately prepared with 
the skills, knowledge, understanding and attributes to enable them to 
excel as citizens in our ever changing 21st century. I am now in my 25th 
year of teaching and my background is in Physical Education, Teaching 
and Learning Developments, Pastoral lead, SENCO, wellbeing, mental 
health lead and safeguarding. I have 3 children and in my spare time I 
like to exercise, go walking with friends and engage in some retail 
therapy before the school week starts again.
 
I look forward to meeting with parents as you visit the academy in the 
future and playing a pivotal role in the life and development of your 
son/daughter.

Science pupils have been introduced to  SENECA learning to help them with their Science 
revision. We have all been delighted with the way in which pupils are taking control of their own 
learning outside of school. Pupils are  putting in valuable time to help them improve their 
knowledge and understanding. 

Special mention to T. Anderson, L.Harrison and J.Povey for their time and effort. Amazing 
dedication to your learning!

Due to the positive feedback we have had from Year 11 pupils, we will be encouraging pupils 
from all year groups to become SENECA learners.  Pupils can get a class code from their 
teachers.  
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the country. Whether in forms or as part of their English lessons, our budding writers have been busily 

Fantasy or thriller; crime or sci-fi, the entries have been rolling in and we can't wait to announce our 
winners in the next issue!

important to remember that there are plenty of ways to revise, but here are a couple that we would 
thoroughly recommend:

What's on next half term

March 5th will see staff dressing up as characters from their favourite books, with students having the 
opportunity to join in too! 
Year 11 will also be treated to not only a live broadcast of Shakespeare's Macbeth by the Royal 
Shakespeare Company, but also a performance by the Footlights Theatre Company.

Great Reads

Paper Girls by Brian K Vaughan
The first of a series of three. Set on Halloween, 1984, this coming of age series focusses on four girls who 

Stranger Things.

Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman

and one repressed, and the other elevated and bestowed with power. 
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Hegarty Maths               
All pupils have access to Hegarty Maths online. Regular completion of tasks will help to 
consolidate learning and reinforce understanding.
If your child has forgotten their password they just need to click on ‘reset password’ and their 
teacher will reset it for them. Students can also directly their teachers for help directly on 
Hegarty maths. 
Pupils in Yr7 - Yr9 should have a task each week to complete for their homework. In Yr10 and 
Yr11, pupils should be spending 10-15 minutes per day on top of their weekly homework for 
Maths.
Yr11 pupils should be aiming to complete a minimum of 100 questions each week to gain the 
most benefit from Hegarty. They currently have an added incentive to put in an extra effort with 
Hegarty Maths - in each Yr11 Maths class there is a £10 ‘Love2Shop’ or ‘Restaurant Choice’ gift 
card to be won for the pupil who has answered the highest number of questions that week.
We recognise the efforts of pupils weekly and celebrate this effort by updating the school 
Hegarty noticeboards along the corridors and in weekly assemblies. 
Hegarty Maths Superstars

Staff at Royton and Crompton have recognised the exceptional efforts of the Hegarty maths 
users. Here are our top scorers:

Year 7
U.Shabir
I.Mansour
O.Howard

Year 8
L.Goulding
K.Molloy 
A.Pearson

Year 9 
L.Ali
N.Daubney
M.Patwary

Year 10
E.Ahmed
J.Brett
K.Limerick

Year 11
M.Bennet
H.Otobo
B.Miah



Please can you ensure that your child comes to lessons with all the necessary equipment? This includes their 
Maths book, black pen, green pen, ruler, protractor, pencil, rubber and scientific calculator (we recommend 

Casio Scientific calculators). 
It is important that pupils are familiar with their own equipment in exams so it does help them if they have 

their own to use in school. 
Topics studied in lessons this half term
Year 7
Shape and space awareness – explore fractions, decimals and percentages through shapes and proportional 
reasoning. 
This includes:
- Converting between fractions, decimals and percentages
- Increasing and decreasing by an amount (enlargement link)
- Percentage increase and decrease
- Percentage of amounts
- Percentage (ratio and enlargement)
- Properties of 3D shapes, including nets/plans/elevations
- Surface area of cubes, cuboids and more complex shapes
- Volume of cubes/cuboids and more complex shapes
- Recap of all knowledge of using fractional operations
- Mixed and improper fractions in area, volume and surface area problems 
- Using fractions to analyse similarity
Year 8
Algebraic manipulation – build on algebraic notation to solve problems using geometry and applying number to 
cross-curriculum subjects.
This includes:
- Using properties of shape to deduce and solve algebraic expressions 
- Simplifying terms, forming equations and expressions 
- Creation and solving of equations involving perimeter and area of shapes
- Using physical representation to show multiplying one/two brackets
- Exploring factorisation
- Developing fluency in substitution including fractional, decimal and negative numbers 
- Recapping volume, density and mass formula
- Rearranging formula and manipulating formulae to give wanted measurements
- Introduction to vector notation
- Link to graphical instruction to move shapes on Cartesian plane 

Year 9
Algebraic manipulation - investigating geometric and numerical problems using algebraic terms to generalise 
and conclude values.
This includes:
- Solving linear equations
- Simplifying terms
- Linear and quadratic brackets
- Quadratic equations
- Prime and factors breakdown 
- Applying operations to algebraic fractions
- Expand and simplify algebraic fractions
- Functions and building input and output
- Function notation
- Inverse functions

Dale Harris – Dream Big Sports
On Tuesday 4th February, Dale visited 
the academy to present his life journey 
to the year 10 peoples. Dale is 25. He 
was diagnosed with autism from a 
young age, dropped out of university 
at the first attempt, but managed to go 
on to form his own business, ‘Dream 
Big Sports’. The intention was to show 
our pupils that however difficult they 
find some barriers in life, if they stay 
resilient and overcome them, they will 
always move forward. It was an 
opportunity to open the pupils’ eyes 
up to the different paths they can 
follow after finishing at school, but 
with the message that they need as 
much behind them as possible to allow 
them to open many doors. The pupils 
had the opportunity at the end of the 
assembly to ask Dale questions about 
his journey.

Following the main assembly a group 
of 20 pupils were invited to spend 
some extra time to interact with Dale. 
He was able to go into further detail 
about his journey and quiz the pupils 
on what their life plan was.

As Head of Year my observations of the 
pupils’ behaviour was that they were 
outstanding and this was backed up by 
the following email received by Dale.

‘’Hi All, It was a pleasure to come into 
school this morning. The students 
were impeccably behaved and a credit 
to the school.  Dale’’

EQUIPMENT



Year 9
Algebraic manipulation - investigating geometric and numerical problems using algebraic terms to generalise 
and conclude values.
This includes:
- Solving linear equations
- Simplifying terms
- Linear and quadratic brackets
- Quadratic equations
- Prime and factors breakdown 
- Applying operations to algebraic fractions
- Expand and simplify algebraic fractions
- Functions and building input and output
- Function notation
- Inverse functions

Year 10
Standard Index Form, Fractions & Percentages, Ratio & Proportion
This includes:
- Factors, multiples, prime numbers, LCM and HCF of two numbers by listing, Venn diagrams and using   
 prime factors
- Solve problems using HCF and LCM, and prime numbers
- Convert large and small numbers into standard form and vice versa
- Add, subtract, multiply and divide numbers in standard form
- Interpret a calculator display using standard form, know how to enter numbers in standard form
- Simplify surd expressions (e.g. √12 = √(4 × 3) = √4 × √3 = 2√3)
- Express a given number as a fraction of another 
- Find equivalent fractions and compare the size of fractions
- Write a fraction in its simplest form, including using it to simplify a calculation
- Find a fraction of a quantity or measurement, including within a context 
- Convert between mixed numbers and improper fractions
- Add/subtract/multiply/divide fractions, including mixed numbers 
- Recurring and terminating decimals 
- Find the reciprocal of an integer, decimal or fraction
- Convert between fractions, decimals and percentages 
- Express one quantity as a percentage of another 
- Find a percentage of a quantity, percentage increase/decrease, Reverse percentages
- Simple interest, income tax calculations, value of profit or loss, percentage profit/loss 
- Describe percentage increase/decrease with fractions, e.g. 150% increase = 2.5 times as big 
- Understand that fractions are more accurate in calculations than rounded percentage or decimal   
 equivalents
- Divide a quantity into 2 or more parts as a ratio and write ratios in their simplest form
- Write ratios in form 1 : n or n : 1
- Use a ratio to find one quantity when the other is known 
- Identify direct proportion from a table of values, by comparing ratios of values
- Use a ratio to compare a scale model to real-life object, to convert between measures and currencies and  
 to scale up recipes 



Year 11
Form time is being used to practice a list of topics such as:
Foundation
Statistics – data collection, two-way tables, frequency tables, data representation, scatter graphs and 
correlation, averages, probability
Shape & space – congruence, similarity
Higher
Ratio & Proportion – best value buys, direct/inverse proportion, speed/distance/time, density/mass/volume
Statistics – venn diagrams, probability, tree diagrams, cumulative frequency, box plots, histograms
Shape & Space – congruence, similarity
Lesson time is being used for familiarisation of exam style questions. These include questions on Geometry, Ratio 
& Proportion, Algebra, Number and Statistics. Pupils are able to analyse their exam papers, look at common 
misconceptions and practice skills.
All Year 11 pupils have received revision guides to use. They also have a ‘study buddy’ – a book to be used for 
reference of key facts which can be added to as they learn. 

Year 7 Intervention
Some pupils in Yr7 have been receiving 15 minute 
Numeracy intervention sessions 2 or 3 times per 
week. The aim of these sessions is to help the 
pupils to gain confidence in applying their 
numeracy skills and is targeted to the needs of 
each pupil individually. 
After a full term of these interventions, many of 
the students have improved both their ability and 
their confidence in Maths. This intervention 
programme was developed by Dr Ann Dowker 
(University of Oxford) who also carried out 
extensive research into ‘Maths anxiety’. The 
interventions have been proved to improve 
self-esteem and reinforce a positive attitude to 
Maths. 
Students have responded positively to the 
interventions, many stating that their attitude 
and confidence in lessons have improved a lot.
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This January Year 11 
students have completed 
paper 3 mocks where they 
made a decision on the 
development of new 
roads in the Amazon 
rainforest. To score the 
top grades they had to 
give a balanced argument 
and comment upon the 
social, environmental and 
economic implications of 
their choices. I am pleased 
to see that we have some 
great forward-thinking 
citizens of the future 
based on their responses. 
See below from H. Booth 
11A. Lower school have 
been looking at 
“Geography in the news 
and learning about the 
Australian bushfires. 

Cultural Capital. 
Countdown to Iceland! 
Mr Hind is busy photocopying passports and buying thermals ready for the trip of a lifetime for some of our staff 
and students. They leave early morning Friday 14th. Full report next newsletter!

Miss L. Taylor
Head of Geography

“Geography is everything and everything is Geography”
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Year 11 students are working hard investigating the Vietnam War and are currently fascinated with 
the huge network of tunnels the Vietcong used to fight the US army. They have also been busy 
working for their mock History Paper 3 exam and we have been very impressed by their commitment 
and aspiration. Meanwhile, Year 8 have been inspired by the fascinating story of Harriet Tubman. If 
you have a child in Year 8 please ask them about her. D Warburton Smith and S Berry from Year 8 
wrote the excellent rap below about Harriet. 

Rap about Harriet Tubman 
written by Stevie Berry and 
Destiny Warburton Smith.

Vietcong tunnel network 
that is making our Year 11 
want to go to Vietnam to 
investigate.

Harriet Tubman her 
story has been inspiring 
Year 8.
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Year 7 have been learning about Serif Draw and how to create vector images using the software. 
Students have been creating a range of original animal characters to demonstrate their knowledge 
and skills. Well done year 7! 

Year 8 have been learning about Serif Draw and how to create vector images using the advanced skills 
within the software. Students have been creating a map for a family attraction. Well done year 8!
Year 9 students have been letting their creativity shine while learning the art of Photoshop to create 
their own Photoshop masterpieces.  They have been focusing on the need to match the design used, 
to the target audience of the product. Well done year 9!

Half Term Stars
Year 7 – A Ward
Year 8 – N Bamford
  L Shirley
Year 9 – M Coffey
 R Choudhury
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Art 

Year 11 art and photography students have made a productive start working on their GCSE exam work. They 
have begun by producing inspiration boards and mind maps. Well done year 11 on the hard work invested 
so far, keep it up and we look forward to seeing where all your ideas and creativity lead you.

Year 10 photography have been developing their research and responding skills in lessons. They have been 
working independently to source photographers under the theme of ‘Human Condition’. 
As well as, this they have been applying their presentation skills to produce stunning research sheets and 
response pages. Well done year 10!

Tuesday after school in 
Room 004 for KS3

Wednesday after school in 
Room 49 for KS4

CL
UB

S
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 Drama

Royton and Crompton was lucky enough to be visited again 
by Christ Church Grammar School from Perth in Western 
Australia. The cast from Australia performed a fantastic 
play called "Finding Frank Sparrow" a play about the 
underworld. Y11 and Y10 GCSE Drama found the play to be 
exciting and inspiring. 

CREATIVE

Music
In KS3 music, some classes have newly switched on 
rotation from drama so Mrs Bloor welcomes them to music 
and has been introducing them to the subject for this year.  
The classes that remain in music until Easter break have 
been doing the following:
 
Year 7
Students have been learning about music from different 
places in the world (Africa, Brazil and India).  They have 
been performing and creating music inspired by these 
areas.
 
Year 8
Students have started to use Cubase sequencing software 
to create music to a film trailer called ‘Scary Mary’ which is 
a thriller version of Mary Poppins.
 
Year 9
Students have been creating their own ‘Music Product’ by 
either rehearsing for a performance, writing a sing or 
producing a re-mix/mash-up using sequencing software 
‘Cubase’.  They have also created posters and album covers 
for their work.

Year 10 
Students have been learning about reggae music and are 
now starting to use Cubase sequencing software to create 
a sequenced track after learning about electronic dance 
music.

Vocal Group
Vocal group meets on a Tuesday from 3.15 – 3.45 in room 
114 with Mrs Mulgrew.  On Monday 3rd February they 
attended a vocal workshop with other singers from Oldham 
schools and performed in a concert at the end of the day at 
Newman College.
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PSHCE

assessing risk, grooming and gang culture. 

looking at areas they would like to develop and improve. All classes will also receive a session 

to our careers advisor, Andrew Lord who will be on hand to assist with student choices. Students 

Next Term:

our students have as young people in modern society. 

Support Websites:

the miracles of Jesus. Year 7 have been looking at the life of Jesus, the miracles he performed and 
the parables he told including the Good Samaritan and the Rich Young Man. We have been 
making links between the meanings and morals of these stories and modern day Britain. Year 8 
have been looking a pilgrimage and why followers of faith choose to travel to these special places. 

sharing her experience of walking 750 miles as part of this special pilgrimage. Year 9 have been 

Next term:
Year 7 students will develop their knowledge of Jesus by looking at the later parts of his life, his 

and sexism. 
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Year 11 students have recently completed their GCSE Mock Speaking exams. They had to 
complete a role play, a picture based task and a conversation task in Spanish, all from memory. 
They worked so hard preparing for it and performed really well, but as you can see, the students 
were happy when it was over! ‘I’m so proud of the students, you can tell a lot of hard work and 
effort went into preparing for this Mock exam and it paid off.’ 
said Mrs Sayer (Head of Faculty). 

Websites to help with revision:

www.linguascope.co.uk
www.bbcbitesize.co.uk
www.gcsepod.co.uk
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Oldham Schools Swimming Gala

Well done to our swimmers who represented school in the 

is dominated by club swimmers in the borough. Our 
swimmers did really well:

Leo B – Bronze – Backstroke

Harrison H – Gold – Backstroke
Aaliyah D– Gold - Freestyle

Girls Football

Super effort from all the girls who represented us in the 
Oldham Schools Futsal tournament.
Two wins were unfortunately followed by two defeats which 
saw the team finish in third place overall. 

Boys Basketball

The year 9 Basketball team were involved in their first 

from 6 and narrowly losing to Failsworth school who are 
considered the strongest in the borough.

A Third place finish, which is a brilliant achievement at the 

PE Lessons

Year 7, 8 and 9 Boys have been working really well in their 
fitness lessons this Half Term.
There have been great personal efforts from all involved 
which has seem the main focus being to improve their 
Cardiovascular Fitness and Muscular Endurance. The Bleep 
Test has provided a tough test to assess where their personal 
fitness level stands with a view of improving their personal 
best scores.



CCF N
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The school’s CCF has welcomed the next cohort of recruits, with over 20 pupils turning up on a Thursday 
after school to find out more about what the Combined Cadet Force can offer them.  Training on basic 
military principles such as camouflage and concealment, building a shelter, drill and regimental history has 
already begun and the cadets look forward to 7th February where they will spend the weekend learning and 
training on the Cadet General purpose rifle, alongside two local schools. 
  
Meanwhile, senior cadets have been recapping and retesting on the Cadet General purpose rifle. Four 
intense days of the weekend given up and 7.30 starts couldn’t deter these cadets though and they all 
successful passed their weapon handling test. Well done all! Easter camp now awaits these lucky cadets, 
where they will get to take part in an obstacle course, live range shooting, overnight exercise and if that 
doesn’t get the pupils excited, a trip to a theme park sure will!
  
If you, or someone you know is interested in Joining the CCF, tell them to pop along to rooms 48/49 on a 
Thursday after school. 

We’re also on the look out for adult volunteers that enable this exciting training happen, so if you’re 
interested and available on a Wednesday or Thursday after school and some weekends, please get in touch, 
we’d love to hear from you. 



FOOD N
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Groups have rotated in January and have started new projects in Food and Design Technology.

Year 7 have begun their practical lessons, starting with making fruit salads and pasta salad, demonstrating some 
excellent cutting techniques and knowledge of nutrients.

Year 8 have begun their practical lessons, starting with an authentic chicken curry sauce and quiche, developing 
their pastry skills. Students have developed knowledge of the role food has within religion. 

Year 9 have begun their practical lessons, starting with chicken fajitas, demonstrating how to marinade and 
tenderise their chosen meat. Year 9 have also make pizza, demonstrating dough skills and knowledge of yeast. Year 
9 have developed their knowledge of pathogens and the danger zone.

Year 10 have developed their knowledge of Special Diets, most recently they have create a vegan stir-fry and a 
vegan cake. They have also further developed their knowledge of eggs. Students welcomed a chef in, who 
demonstrated chocolate lava cake and describe heat transference methods of cooking.

Year 11 have been trialling their practical dishes in preparation for their NEA 2. They have been focussed in exam 
revision for their most recent Mocks.
NEA 2 Deadline will be the end of March.
Every Friday Year 11 are welcome to attend intervention 3:10-4:00.

Star Baker

Year 7: M Forsyth, H Bott, P Taylor
Year 8: M Wild, D Dec, L Graham
Year 9: N Shaw, C Stevenson, W Colinge
Year 10: B Pepperell, C Hulme



LGBT+ N
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February is LGBT History Month.  Students from the Rainbow Planet Group led assemblies ahead of the start of the 
month to remind everyone of the importance of not being prejudiced towards LGBT people.  They informed 
students of the correct terminology that they might encounter and how they can be a supportive ally to LGBT+ 
people.  They were reminded that we need to treat all people equally no matter who they are and celebrate our 
differences and diversity.



Year 10
Standard Index Form, Fractions & Percentages, Ratio & Proportion
This includes:
- Factors, multiples, prime numbers, LCM and HCF of two numbers by listing, Venn diagrams and using   
 prime factors
- Solve problems using HCF and LCM, and prime numbers
- Convert large and small numbers into standard form and vice versa
- Add, subtract, multiply and divide numbers in standard form
- Interpret a calculator display using standard form, know how to enter numbers in standard form
- Simplify surd expressions (e.g. √12 = √(4 × 3) = √4 × √3 = 2√3)
- Express a given number as a fraction of another 
- Find equivalent fractions and compare the size of fractions
- Write a fraction in its simplest form, including using it to simplify a calculation
- Find a fraction of a quantity or measurement, including within a context 
- Convert between mixed numbers and improper fractions
- Add/subtract/multiply/divide fractions, including mixed numbers 
- Recurring and terminating decimals 
- Find the reciprocal of an integer, decimal or fraction
- Convert between fractions, decimals and percentages 
- Express one quantity as a percentage of another 
- Find a percentage of a quantity, percentage increase/decrease, Reverse percentages
- Simple interest, income tax calculations, value of profit or loss, percentage profit/loss 
- Describe percentage increase/decrease with fractions, e.g. 150% increase = 2.5 times as big 
- Understand that fractions are more accurate in calculations than rounded percentage or decimal   
 equivalents
- Divide a quantity into 2 or more parts as a ratio and write ratios in their simplest form
- Write ratios in form 1 : n or n : 1
- Use a ratio to find one quantity when the other is known 
- Identify direct proportion from a table of values, by comparing ratios of values
- Use a ratio to compare a scale model to real-life object, to convert between measures and currencies and  
 to scale up recipes 
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PASSPORT N
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The E-Act Passport is a great way for students to develop new skills 
and gain experiences outside of their normal subject areas that will 
help them with both their academic studies and life outside of school. 
Through their Passport session’s year 10 students have learned new 
revision techniques and are applying these in their current sessions. 

prepare them for medical emergencies. Students will be looking at 
the theory of CPR, the use of Epipens and inhalers as well as how to 

method. A huge thanks to Miss Jackson and Miss Norman for 
planning and delivering this important life skills.



HOLOCAUST EVENT
Holocaust Memorial Day – 27th January
Our academy was honoured to host a special Holocaust Memorial event in our new 
theatre. We welcomed Oldham’s Deputy Mayor, Cllr Jenny Harrison, Rabbi Daniel 
Walker and Debbie Abrahams MP amongst other guests and our students to help 

of Auschwitz-Birkenau. We had self-penned music and poetry from Royton and 

Bluecoat School as part of a Holocaust project. Our main speaker was Eric Cohen who 
was the son of Austrian refugee parents who has wondered all his life about how his 
family came to be involved in the worst human mass slaughter in history. Eric’s life is 

Survivor – Lucy Walton, year 9
I was trapped with nowhere else to go,

Only skin and bone, I couldn’t believe my eyes.
The amount of dead bodies, the amount of painful sights.

I felt empty yet I only shed a single tear.
I thought to myself, ‘why us?’, although they made it very clear.

A strong smell filled the air, along with constant cries.

But there was nothing we could do. They didn’t have a single care.
All they wanted was power. It was too much to bare.

I am a survivor. And I am now happy.
I can do anything, I can finally be me.

All we have to do is stand together and remember the pain.
Show out love and support to ensure this doesn’t happen again.

Student Review – Noah Davies, year 9

and a Rabbi. Eric told us his family’s story about how his grandparents were born at the 

years later. This experience taught me new things and I will never forget what happened 
today and why it is important we remember all those people that died.  


