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Gothic Short stories 

Reading for meaning and analyse characters, plot, setting, themes, language and 
social historical and cultural context.
Develop knowledge of language analysis and structure                  Transactional 
writing studying the letter form and writing to persuade.

18th Century Gothic novels onwards.

Gothic Poetry

Knowledge of  language and form of poetry including detailed comparison.

Poems to include:
- The Raven (Edgar Allen Poe)
- Remember (Christina Rossetti)
- Dance of Death (Johann Wolfgang van Goethe)
- Porphyria’s Lover (Robert Browning)
- Ode to the West Wind (Percy Bysshe Shelley)
- Snowman on the Moor (Sylvia Plath)
- Ulalume (Edgar Allen Poe)
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Number Application:
To stabilise the foundations of numeracy, applying knowledge through the use of 
probability.

Motor Skills:
To use fine motor skills to explore areas of geometry using equipment.

Algebraic manipulation
To build on algebraic notation to solve problems using geometry and applying 
number to cross curriculum subjects.

Algebraic Explorations:
To apply knowledge of fractions, decimals and percentages to real world contexts.

To expose the value of using ratio and proportion in decision making for 
problem solving. Allowing students To make good financial choices.

Build on previous algebraic skills to create linear graphs and understand key 
concepts with straight line graphs 
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Phase 1: Cells
The structure of plant cells, animal cells, and the diffusion of gases into cells.
What digestion is and the role of different organs in digesting food. The different 
enzymes involved in digestion and explain how enzymes work using the lock and 
key model.

Phase 2: Matter
Different groups of elements in the periodic table and different types of 
substances such as polymers and their uses. 

Phase 3 Energy
Work, thermal energy and energy transfer and how we can stop energy from 
flowing.                                                                                                                 How the 
cost of energy used in the home is calculated. 

Phase 4: Ecosystem                                                         How we generate energy in our 
body through aerobic and anaerobic respiration.                                                                                                                    
How plants use energy from the sun to carry out photosynthesis. 

Phase 5: Reaction                                                        Describe reactions as being either 
exothermic or endothermic.               Catalysts and how they can increase the rate 
of a reaction.               Combustion and thermal decomposition as examples of 
chemical reactions. 

Phase 6: Waves
Wave properties, characteristics and uses in relation to sound waves. 

Phase 7: Genes
Biodiversity is and why it is important.                                                               How 
variation drives natural selections and consider the theory of Charles Darwin.                                                                                                       
The structure of chromosomes, DNA and genes.                                          How 
scientists competed and collaborated when discovering the structure of DNA.

Phase 8: Earth
The composition of the Earth, how it has evolved and what caused it to change.                                                                                                                         
How human activities can damage and limit the Earth’s resources.

Phase 9: Forces                                                                  How to calculate speed, how 
to interpret distance time-graphs and how forces relate to speed.                                                                                     
The difference between mass and weight and the relationship between gravity and 
weight. 

Phase 10: Electromagnets.
Link the concepts of current, voltage and resistance and learn how to identify 
different types of circuits.                                                                            How static 
charge is generated and explain static charges by referring to electrons. 

BEGIN GCSE CONTENT

Biology Cells 4.1
How cells can be studied using microscopes and how the cells of bacteria are 
different to cells of plants and animals. 
How humans develop into a complex organism from a fertilised egg cell, how 
organisms obtain their energy from food.

History Germany at the end of WW1 and Weimar Germany
The effect of the Treaty of Versailles in Germany and link this to the political and 
social changes that lead to the election of Hitler,

Why did People Vote for the Nazis?
 Hitler’s Rise to Power and evaluate the most important reason he was able to 
consolidate his dictatorship.

Life in Nazi Germany and the Holocaust
How life changed for people living in Nazi Germany with a depth focus on change 
for Jewish people and the holocaust

How was World War Two Won?
Evaluate what the most significant moment was for victory in WWII by studying 
the key moments of the war.

What was the Cold War?
Why USA and USSR went from allies to enemies and evaluate the impact of this on 
the world.

How did the relationship between East and West further deteriorate?
key moments in the relationship between East and West and end with the question 
‘Is the Cold War really over?

Geography

Spanish La Comida/Food
Saying what you eat for different mealtimes, saying what you ate and used to eat, 
saying what you would like to eat and what you are going to eat, buying food in the 
market, ordering food in a restaurant, describing a  special past meal, saying what 
you like and don’t like to eat

La Comida/Food
Saying what you eat for different mealtimes, saying what you ate and used to eat, 
saying what you would like to eat and what you are going to eat, buying food in the 
market, ordering food in a restaurant, describing a  special past meal, saying what 
you like and don’t like to eat.

De Moda/Fashion
Saying what clothes you and others wear, saying what you wore in the past, saying 
what you are going to wear, describing your school uniform, saying what you used 
to wear in primary school, saying what you used to wear in primary school, saying 
which clothing items you prefer and why, describing a trip to Argentina.

De Moda/Fashion
Saying what clothes you and others wear, saying what you wore in the past, saying 
what you are going to wear, describing your school uniform, saying what you used 
to wear in primary school, saying what you used to wear in primary school, saying 
which clothing items you prefer and why, describing a trip to Argentina.

Barcelona
Places of interest in Barcelona, saying what you can do in Barcelona, talking about 
different types of shops, asking for and giving directions, describing a trip to 
Barcelona, talking about a trip to Barcelona in 3 tenses.

Barcelona
Places of interest in Barcelona, saying what you can do in Barcelona, talking about 
different types of shops, asking for and giving directions, describing a trip to 
Barcelona, talking about a trip to Barcelona in 3 tenses.

Art Fine Art
Landscape: Surroundings

’Surroundings’ with a focus on personal response.  Research and explore a 
personal artist to inform a final outcome in response to Surroundings.
Students will use this knowldge to experiment in the style of the artist to create a 
mixed media outcome.

Digital
Landscape: Surroundings

 ‘Surroundings’ project with  digital based outcomes and responses. Computer 
editing skills using Photoshop to experiment and enhance their photographs. 
Students will use this knowledge and inspiration from a digital artist before 
creating a personal response using digital editing techniques.

Drama

Music

Computer Science Graphical Skills
Serif
Photoshop
Basic and advanced graphic skills in preparation for the Creative iMedia GCSE. A 
strong emphasis will be placed on the knowledge of skills list provided by the exam 
board. 

Creative iMedia Practice Brief
Digital Graphics R082
Use knowledge of graphic skills  to a Creative iMedia brief.  LO1 – Understand the 
Purpose of Digital Graphics, LO2 – Planning a Digital Graphic, L03 – Creating a 
Digital Graphic and LO4 – Reviewing a digital graphic. 

Secondary Storage
Comic Strip Characteristics of secondary storage and data capacity.                                  
How to produce a comic strip.

Python Turtle Programming

Algorithms in the form of flow charts and pseudo code.                           
Programming concepts in of high level programming and low level programming 
(Python, Small Basic and Scratch).

Creative iMedia Practice Brief
Creating 2D and 3D Characters R083

From film and television to computer gaming, digital characters are key 
components of creative media projects.                                                                    
Character modelling in this sector, creating their own 2D and 3D digital characters.

Pre-Production Skills
Client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques that form part of 
the planning and creation process. 

D&T

Food Technology  The Science of Food & Where Food comes from      (12 week rotation)   

 Food poisoning, the importance of storing and handing food safely, stretching 
from knowledge learnt in Year 7.  What a pathogen is and give an example 
developing from hygiene and safety knowledge learnt in Year 7. The danger zone 
and know key temperature points and  micro-organisms.

Students are encouraged to adapt own recipes. Practical’s have an emphasis on 
healthy meals that can be enjoyed by the whole family. 
Practical’s; 
Chicken fajitas/enchiladas – Students will learn how to create own marinade and 
sauce, Students demonstrate knowledge of tenderise means, recap from Year 7. 
Students are encouraged to develop own choice fillings.
Pizza – Students learn to make dough/bread, kneading, function of yeast and 
gluten, links in to knowledge led lesson on micro-organisms.
Lasagne – Students learn how to make a roux sauce, accuracy of layers 
(development of Bolognese skill).

The Science of Food & Where Food comes from           (12 week rotation)   
The importance of Food labelling and packaging and what is required by law (food 
manufacturing). How and why to reduce food.  What the food industry could do to 
support food waste. What are surplus foods?
What are sustainable foods? Linking from the topic ‘food waste’ and knowledge 
learnt from Year 8 on Food miles and seasonality. Students will make the link and 
identify sustainable foods.

Students will demonstrate knowledge of how to make the following dishes;
Spring rolls – Students will demonstrate knowledge of rolling, shaping, stir-fry, 
spices (re-using leftovers & development of Stir-fry) Links to knowledge led lesson 
on food waste.
Chicken and sweet potato curry – Students will demonstrate knowledge of boiling, 
peeling, sauce making, spices and herbs (option to adapt to fish or vegetarian), 
development from Year 8 curry lesson.
Chocolate muffins – Students will demonstrate knowledge of an emulsifier, 
Students will learn how to portion, weigh, measure (adapt recipe options)
Swiss roll – Students will demonstrate knowledge of aeration through whisking 
(development of Year 8 cheesecake), Students will learn how to create a pattern 
on the sponge demonstrating finishing skills

PE Boys Handball/Football                                                                                                Handball:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Advanced skills - disguise and range
Principles of attack and defence

Football:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8  
+ Advanced skills - disguise and range
Principles of attack and defence

Basketball/Rugby League                                                                  Basketball:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Advanced skills - disguise and range, Lay Up, Principles of attack and defence

Rugby League
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+Development of larger games - set movement patterns and Kicking introduction

Fitness / Rugby League-Football Split                                                                Fitness:
Components of Health-Related Exercise and Skill Related Fitness

Rugby League:
Game play - Tactics Led/Decision Making

Football:
Game play - Tactics Led/Decision Making

Badminton/Hockey                                                                                       Badminton:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Advanced skills - disguise and range - line shots, shot combinations

Hockey:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Advanced skills - disguise and rang, Reverse stick technique - team strategies                                     

 Badminton (cont)/Athletics                                                                          Badminton:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Advanced skills - disguise and range - line shots, shot combinations

Athletics: Rotation
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
Developing more advanced techniques into events

Cricket/Athletics/Multi Sport                                                                            Cricket:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Advanced skills - disguise and range -Placement in batting and bowling strategies 
linked with fielding tactics

Athletics: Rotation
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
Developing more advanced techniques into events

PE Girls Gymnastics/Rugby League                                                                                  
Gymnastics:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Group sequences. Further development of partner balances and travel moves.

Rugby League:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+Development of larger games - set movement patterns and Kicking introduction.

Fitness / Football                                                                                                  Fitness:
Components of Health-Related Exercise and Skill Related Fitness

Football:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8  
+ Advanced skills - disguise and range
Principles of attack and defence

Handball / Hockey                                                                                                Handball:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Advanced skills - disguise and range
Principles of attack and defence

Hockey:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Advanced skills - disguise and rang, Reverse stick technique - team strategies

Dance /Rugby League-Football (Split)                                                                Dance:
Phase 2 following BTEC Dance program of study - recapping on Phase 1

Rugby League:
Game play - Tactics Led/Decision Making

Rugby League:
Game play - Tactics Led/Decision Making

Rounders/Athletics                                                                                              Rounders:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Placement in batting and bowling strategies linked with fielding tactics

Athletics: Rotation
Re-cap on Key Year 7  and 8 Skills
Developing more advanced techniques into events

Cricket/Athletics                                                                                                      Cricket:
Re-cap on Key Year 7 and 8 
+ Advanced skills - disguise and range -Placement in batting and bowling strategies 
linked with fielding tactics

Athletics: Rotation
Re-cap on Key Year 7  and 8 
Developing more advanced techniques into events

PSHE Living in the Wider World
What it means to be an Active Citizen
What makes successful communities
How FBV and our Academy values can teach us to respect and tolerate one 
another
How we can recognise and prevent intolerance and discrimination within our 
academy
How your digital footprint can affect your future
How we can recognise and prevent the signs of extremism

Health & Wellbeing
What mindfulness is and how it can improve our mental health 
How we can identify poor mental health and wellbeing in others and ourselves (self-
harm,  anxiety, depression)
How we can manage our mental health and wellbeing
The effects drugs have on the body (Vaping/Smoking/Cannabis)
The effects of drugs on the body (Binge drinking)
How can we combat addiction?

Living in the Wider World
How school links to work                                             
Options at KS4 and beyond                                                                    
Options - How to choose                                                       
Option carousel - visits and speakers

RSE
The signs of healthy relationships
Identifying the signs of unhealthy relationships
The differences between a friendship group and a gang
It is ok to say no - managing pressure in relationships (consent and the law) 
Contraception                                                                                                                          
Health & Wellbeing
The symptoms of  STI's and how to prevent them

Citizenship
The important of laws
Why people commit crimes
Your rights and the police
Young offenders and the law
Crime and punishment in the UK (sentencing and rehabilitation)

Living in the Wider World
The importance of human rights
What UK law says about young people and work
Homelessness 
Shopping ethically (consumer rights/Fairtrade)                           Citizenship
The options of spending or saving money.

Religious Education Holocaust Unit
What is the Holocaust?  Set scrapbook task
What led to the Holocaust? Nuremberg trials 
How did it happen? 
 Did anyone try to stop it? 

Holocaust 
Is the Holocaust unique?  
The problem of evil  
Holocaust survivors  
What happened after? Forgiveness, Jerusalem

Evil and Suffering
What causes suffering – is it necessary in life? 
 What makes a person or act evil? 
Christian views
 Muslim views 
 Buddhist views 

Peace and Conflict
What is peace? 
Is peace achievable? 
 Just War 
Jihad 
 Hinduism & peace

Sanctity of life
 Morals and ethics
Sanctity of Life 
Abortion
Medical Advances 
Animals and Religion

Sanctity of life
Organ donations 
Euthanasia 
IVF 
Capital Punishment 
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Textiles
Landscape: Surroundings

'Surroundings’ project  with a Textile based outcomes and responses. Students will use the knowledge of  hand and machine based skills and take inspiration from a 
Textile artist before creating a personal response using textile techniques.

Macbeth

A complete Shakespeare play, reading for understanding of character, plot, setting, themes, language and social, historical and cultural context

Students will sit an end of year exam which will test both reading and writing developed over the course of the year.

Population 
   
How and why population levels both nationally and internationally are changing.                                                                                                                         An Global 
distribution, migration                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Issues and challenges of 
urban growth will support human geography elements.
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Maze and Packaging
Design a make a maze game and suitable packaging for it building on CAD CAM skills learnt in Yr7.
Knowledge of research into similar products to complete a product analysis.
Generate a range of design ideas and develop one into a final CAD solution.
Research packaging and design and make them either using nets or vac forming.

Vehicle
Research elastic/balloon powered vehicles
Generate ideas and a model before making a prototype.
Finished vehicle will be tested and evaluated.

Novel – Of Mice and Men

Content to cover all areas of the English Literature GCSE curriculum although this will not be their exam text.  This is an introduction to the level of study students would 
be expected to the play at.
Dramatic techniques, language and social and historical context.
Writing to argue and writing to explain, and the structural features of articles, speeches, and letters.

Fine Art
Landscape: Surroundings

 ’Surroundings’ with a focus on urban architecture. Research and explore artists to inform ideas and to build upon their prior knowledge of Surroundings. Two artists 
that pupils will be exploring are:
• Ian Murphy 
• Laura Ford
Studentts will use this knowledge torecord through studies and lens based media before developing their ideas through experimentation in the style of the artists. 

Introduction to GCSE drama
 ‘Blood Brothers’ or ‘Noughts and Crosses’ texts. How to study a set text (written outcomes) and also from a performance point of view (links to component 3 of the 
GCSE). Students will further develop their knowledge of the following disciplines: acting, sound, lighting, costume, set design and puppetry.

Climate change
Evidence of global temperature rises,                                                                                                                                                                                                           causes of climate 
change,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       effects of climate change,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
mitigation related to climate change and global warming.

Ecosystems: tropical rainforests

The importance and distribution of biomes and ecosystems alongside detailed study of a TRF.
The importance of TRF, why we need them and the issues and protection aspects of TRF in a modern world.

Reggae, The Blues, keyboard/ukulele skills (or guitar, drums, vocals if preferred), Cubase (sequencing software)
 Students will study the  fundamental elements of music through listening, performing and composing.  They will listen to a variety of musical styles from different 
periods and countries.  Students will develop knowledge of  performance skills through the use of instruments and possibly voices.  They will use instruments and 
computer software to develop knowledge of composing or producing skills by creating their own music or manipulating existing music.

Rap, popular music, own choice of piece, Cubase (sequencing software.  There is more of a chance to ‘personalise’ their learning through their own choice of 
music and which skills they develop (performing, producing and creating)
Students  will further explore the fundamental elements of music through listening, performing and composing.  They will listen to a variety of musical styles from 
different periods and countries.  Students will develop knowledge of  performance skills through the use of instruments and possibly voices.  They will use instruments 
and computer software to develop their knowledge of  composing or producing skills by creating their own music or manipulating existing music.
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